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The Light and Life of Men 
By W. M. Czamanske 


O passion flower in all its crimson beauty 
Would ever soothe a sinner’s troubled breast, 
No purest lily prompt us to be holy 
‘As those who dwell in mansions of the blest, 
No rose of glory bud with future fragrance, 
If Christ had not prepared a perfect rest. 


No morning-star would end the night of sorrow 
And harbinger the birth of day again, 

No evening-star would shine across our pathway 
To guide our feet o’er moor, and crag, and fen, 

No hope would dwell within the darkened valley, 
If Christ were not the Life and Light of men. 











Spiritual Intimacies Needed 


No Christian leader can afford to. be without 
some intimate friends. Dr. C. I. Scofield called atten- 
tion to this fact in a recent conversation with Chris- 
tian friends whose counsels he valued. Human ad- 
vice may, indeed, be wrong, and in that case one is 
to look solely to the Word and the Spirit. But the 
recluse is not usually the safe leader. There came a 
time when it was vital to Israel for Aardn and Hur 
to uphold Moses’ hands. It was a highly prized con- 
ference with Hanani and “certain men of Judah” 
that led Nehemiah to undertake the huge task of 
rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls. Hanani’s counsel must 
have been helpful throughout all the vexatious op- 
position with which Nehemiah had to contend, for 
he imposed upon his friend a great trust after a 
while, even “charge over Jerusalem.” There is a 
valuable truth in the statement that “God and one 
are a majority”; but from the time Jesus encour- 
aged John to lean upon his breast, and Mary to sit 


at his feet that she might choose the better part, to 
the time when “the Holy Club” was closeted at Ox- 
ford, God has set his seal of blessing upon spiritual 
intimacies. The Christian leader who has none is in 
danger of spiritual disaster. 


a 
Where Can God Trust You? 


Do we ever ask God to let us do a great thing 
for him, not as the world measures but as he esti- 
mates? Jabez prayed to the God of Israel that He 
might “enlarge his coast.” One can hardly read the 
history of the Reformation without the feeling that 
Staupitz could have led that mighty movement if he 
had been willing to suffer and dare for God. Stau- 
pitz saw the corruption of the Church and _ pointed 
out to Luther the evils that needed correction. But 
because of his failure to translate his vision into 
doing, God passed him by and chose Luther. Billy 
Sunday said at New York the other day: “You are 
where you are because Jesus knows he cannot trust 
you in a more responsible place.” 


ax 
How Much “Religion”? 


“Too much religion” always means too little real 
religion. If a man has too much religion, it is cer- 
tain that’ his religion is of the wrong sort. He 
should get rid of all of it, to make way for true re- 
ligion. Of that, no man can have too much. “As 
much religion as my William likes,” is a much- 
quoted phrase from Robert Louis Stevenson, which 


describes one of the important qualifications of a 
wife for “William.” On the world level, and in the 
world view of “religion,” that quality of moderation 
in religion is indeed important. But it is clear that 
neither William nor his wife-to-be know the mean- 
ing of true religion. The more of Christ there is in 
her, the more William should like it,—if he himself 
is a Christianm—and the better wife she will make 
in every department of the home. If there is danger 
that a Christian'‘is getting “too religious,” the remedy 
is for him to get more religious—in Christ’s way. 


al 
“Arrived Safely” 


Nothing can endanger God’s purposes. Our 
plans may fail; God’s plans cannot. € may not 
know what God’s plans are until after they have 
been brought to pass; so we have our opportunity to 
trust him. Many have been trusting God in earnest 
prayer for the safe-keeping of Mr. Ralph C. Norton 
as he took steamer across the perilous ocean to re- 
join his wife in the continuance of their soul-winning 
work, from London,- among the British and Allied 
Soldiers. These many praying friends will rejoice in 
the welcome cablegram, “Arrived Safely, Ralph 
Norton,” received in the office of “Suntime” (the 
registered cable address of The Sunday School Times) 
the day before the closing of this issue. Mr. Norton 
sailed rejoicing that he was safer in a “perilous” 
place of duty than-in a “safe” place away from duty. 
May many continue in prayer that God will lead 
——_ in triumph these chosen ones in their ministry 
of life. 


Was Jesus’ Life or Death the More Important? 


appeals to me as the great thing,” earnestly 

said an active member of a prominent evan- 
gelical church, as he was talking with some Christian 
friends. Many others feel the same way. They 
point to that Perfect Life, lived here on earth for 
thirty-three years, as the supreme purpose and mis- 
siom and challenge of Jesus Christ to the world. 

Others, again,;say that the death of Jesus was the 
heroic, sacrificial consummation of his perfect life 
on earth, because that death showed how far the 
love of the Father and the Son was willing to go. 
Jesus laid down his life, they say, as a result of 
men’s. misunderstanding and rejection of himself; 
therefore his death was the supreme expression of 
God’s- love for the. world, as the self-sacrificing 
death of one human friend for another would be the 
supreme expression of that one’s love. 

This last view of the death of Christ is an appeal- 
ing one and is accepted by many. Yet both views 
are false and unscriptural; and their acceptance can 
mean eternal death instead of eternal life to those 
who are deceived by them. 

When, through Adam’s fall, mankind sinned and 
the whole human race’ went down into ruin,—for 
“through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, 
for that all sinned” (Rom. 5: 12),—there were three 
things we can think of that God might do. 

He might ignore man’s sin, and, himself a perfect, 
sinless, and holy God, take into fellowship with him- 
self for time and eternity sinful, sinning, sin-sat- 
urated human beings. But that is inconceivable. A 
holy, sinless God cannot ignore sin. 

Well, then, God might let a!l men for time and 
eternity receive the full, inevitable consequences of 
their sin, thereby being forever separated and cut 
off from fellowship with Him. Thus all human be- 
ings would go to hell, being forever lost. This also 
is unthinkable; God did not create the human race 
in his own image to have that race, in its entirety, 
forever lost. 

There is only one other possibility. God cannot 
ignore sin; and God cannot ignore man. Then God 
himself must pay the penalty of man’s sin in order 
that man may be saved, while at the same time sin 
is taken fully into account and dealt with as the 
black, heinous fact that it is. 

God cannot condone sin; he must condemn it. The 


“Ti IS not Jesus’ death, but Jesus’ life, that 


wages of sin is death; and God cannot set aside or 
abrogate those wages while he continues to be the 
holy and righteous God. If only a single member. of 
the human race is to be saved from paying the death 
penalty of sin, God must pay that penalty himself. 
And that is the necessity for the death of Christ. 
His death indeed showed forth the supreme love of 
God for men. But we see that it did infinitely more. 

In our human way we may, as it were, think of 
the members of the Godhead, far back in the in- 
finite reaches of eternity, before ever creation had 
begun, holding a loving council together over the 
question of how man’s coming sin should be dealt 
with while man himself should be saved. And we 
can, as it were, see the only and eternal Son of God, 
loving that Father as no human child ever loved a 
parent, and loved by that Father as no human parent 
ever loved a child, agreeing with the Father to take 
the place of sinning, sinful man in order that God's 
ve | and necessary wrath against sin might be vis- 
ited to the needed uttermost upon—not sinful man, 
but the sinless Son of man standing in sinful man’s 
place. Such a‘ plan, agreed upon by the Godhead in 
the councils of eterfiity, meant such a heart-break of 
sorrow in the Godhead as no man can conceive. 
No human father or mother, giving their only son in 
this black hour of world war as their sacrifice to 
their nation, knows the meaning of heart-break as 
God the Father knew it when he gave his only be- 
gotten Son. No human son, loving his human father 
in the most perfect love known to the heart of man, 
and knowing that he is to be separated from that 
father for all df life-time, knows anything of the 
heart-break of the Son as he, for our sakes and in 
our stead, was separated from the loving heart of 
his heavenly Father. - 

The plan agreed upon ‘by the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit in the councils of eternity was, 
in the fulness of time, consummated. God the Son, 
“existing in the form of God, counted not the being 
on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being 
found in the likeness of men; and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient unto death, yea, the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2: 5-8). 

And not only did God thus become man, continuing 
to’ be God while also he was man; but he, sinless, 
actually became sin for our sakes. “Him who knew 
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no sin he made to be sin on our behalf” (2 Cor. 
5:21). Thus becoming actually our sin, in a way 
that we cannot understand but that we can and 
must literally accept unless we are to make God a 
liar (1 John 5:10), the sinless Christ, because he 
had become sin, became actually a curse in the sight 
of God. For sin is a loathsome, accursed thing in 
God’s sight; and it always must be so while God is 
God. ~~ Christ, “the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) was nailed 
to the cross and actually hung there, in his volun- 
tarily accepted human body of humiliation, despised 
by men and accursed in the sight of the Father. He 
had really “become a curse for us; for it is writ- 
ten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” 
(Gal. 3:13). God could not look in loving fellow 
ship upon this supreme gathering together there, in 
that broken, bleeding human body, of the sin of all 
mankind. God, because he is sinless and holy and 
eternally hating the sin that destroys men and 
would if it could destroy God, must turn away his 
face from the Lamb hanging there “who his own 
self bare our sins in his body upon the tree” (1 Peter 
2:24); and, for the first time in eternity, the Father 
turned away his face from his only Son. 

It had to be so. Sin separates from God. The 
Son of God, having become the sin of the world, was 
separated from the Father. But the black horror of 
that tragedy staggers our minds; we cannot conceive 
it. And then came the heart-broken, agonizing cry 
of time and eternity: “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” 

We know the answer—God’s answer. He had 
turned away from his only begotten Son, made to 
be sin on our behalf, that he might visit upon him 
the wrath that must otherwise fall upon us. In 
order that we might be spared, God “spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all” (Rom. 


2). 

nd so the blow fell. God had struck; struck at 
the most hateful thing in the universe, sin; struck at 
the sin of all mankind, as God must do because he is 
holy and loving. But that sin of all mankind was 
there in the body and person of his only Son! 

Nineteen centuries before this blackest day in 
history anather loving father and another loving son 
were together at the place of sacrifice. God was 
showing men, nineteen hundred years before it oc- 
curred, the meaning of Calvary. Acting in heart- 
broken obedience to the will of God, “Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son.” Yet in that awful moment, when his son’s 
life trembled in the balance, “the angel of Jehovah 
called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham.” Then came the loving command from 
God, “Lay. not thy hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou anything unto him; for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
' pine only son, from me.” And Abraham took the 
little animal that was there at hand, provided by 
God, “and offered him up for a burnt offering in the 
stead of his son.” 

But this day on Calvary, as God’s hand was raised 
to strike the body of his Son, his only Son, there 
wds no one to stay his hand. And so the blow fell; 
and Jesus died. The necessary, righteous, loving 
wrath of God against the sin that would destroy 
God’s children was visited in full upon that only 
Son who hung there in the sinners’ place. 

It has been said, and truly, that God never strikes 
twice for the same sin. The penalty of the sin of 
all mankind had been paid. “As through one trespass 
the judgment came unto all men to condemnation; 
even so through one act of righteousness the free 
gift came unto all men to justification of life” 
(Rom. 5:18). All men for all time were free from 
the condemnation of sin. Free, that is, if they would 
accept God’s unspeakable gift. The freedom was 
there for the taking, for the believing; but it was 
never to be forced upon them, Since the Lamb of 
God took away the sin of the world men go to hell 
not because they are sinners, but because they will 
not accept God’s freely offered pardon of their sin, 
purchased for them by the only begotten Son of 
God at such terrible cost to the Father and the Son. 

This, then, is the meaning of the death of Christ. 
This is why the supreme mission of Christ was, not 
his life here on earth, but his death here on earth. 
Not because he lived, but because he died, we may 
live—if we accept the result of his death. Believers 
are “reconciled to God through the death of his 
Son” (Rom. 5:10). This is why all eternity looked 
forward, and all eternity will continue to look back- 
ward, to.the death of Jesus Christ as the supremest 
redemptive moment in the history of God and man. 

We see nowawhy it is superficial and so inadequate 
to say that the death of Jesus is simply an evidence 
that he was ready to show his love for us at any 
cost, even to the laying down of his life for us. 
Many a human being has shown his love for others 
in that way; many a martyr has thus died for a 
cause; but no one but God has ever died as Christ 
died. The death of Christ is the supreme expression 
of God’s love for us; but what that expression of 
love consisted of, and why it was. supreme, can be 
understood only when we accept the facts, clearly 
declared in God’s Word, as to Christ our substitute, 
made sin for us, receiving in himself the full and 
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necessary and awful wrath of God against sin, that 
we'might escape that wrath and that death, and live. 

May the Holy Spirit make new to us all, with 
the unsearchable riches of the love of God, the mean- 
ing of the marvelous Good News, that “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” 











Your Sunday Dinner Problem Solved 


Can Sunday be in an unusual way “the Lord’s 
Day,” and a day of rest, and a day of Christian 
service, while at the same time the family has good 
things to eat, the wife and mother in the home with- 
out a servant sharing in all these blessings with the 
rest of the family? It sounds like a hard problem. 
But it has been solved. In the “Home Number” of 
The Sunday School Times last year (March 11, 1916) 
a Wisconsin mother asked The Sunday School Times 
to have some one write on what could be done for 
the Sunday dinner; and then she went on and told 
how she handled the matter. Her letter was a re- 
markable one in its combination of consecration and 
efficiency. “No fuss, all good natured, peace, joy, 
and plenty” were some of the results in her home. 

In that issue the Editor called for the experiences 
of other mothers and housewives; and here they are, 
—some of them. Others may be published in a later 
issue of the Times. 


AM a mother with five children, and, as we do 








not keep a maid, my hands are pretty full. 

For years I excused myself from attending 
Sunday-school (and often even morning service) 
on the plea that I was “too tired” or “hadn’t time.” 
But September 14, 1915, I entered upon “Fhe life 
that wins,” and such a zeal for service possessed me 
that, there being no class available in our Sunday- 
school, I went out into the highways and with my 
pastor’s aid collected a class of girls from sixteen 
to twenty years of age, who had either dropped out 
of Sunday-school or never attended. 

Now I had to settle the Sunday dinner question. 
I had always made it the best meal of the week, 
and my children, and especially my three high- 
school boys, look forward to it; so I decided ‘it 
must be kept up. 

This is how I manage. I do all I possibly can 
on Saturday, make candy for the afternoon treat, 
make rolls to be warmed up for breakfast, make 
my dinner dessert,—there are many delicious 
cold desserts to be used with whipped cream. My 
vegetables I also prepare the day before; they are 
left to stand in cold water, which I renew several 
times. My meat I put in the fireless cooker,—but 
I have sometimes left it in the gas stove with the 
gas turned as low as possible, and it has always 
been beautifully cooked. 

My oldest boy (fifteen) hurries home from Sun- 
day-school and puts the vegetables on to cook, 
while I follow more leisurely; and by the time 
my things are off and the table set, dinner is ready. 

I can get breakfast in about fifteen minutes, for, 
while the rolls are warming, I boil eggs and make 
coffee; this with fruit in various forms is all we 
ever have. In this way, I rise at seven (an extra 
hour and a half of sleep which I allow myself 
this day), and I have plenty of time for my own 
quiet hour before I must get the rest up. 

The Family Prayer service is turned over to the 
children every Sunday. They have entire charge, 
and vary the program in a number of ways. I 
started this habit with the idea that it would make 
my children less awkward in | part in re- 
ligious services outside the home. ach child in 
turn takes a Sunday service. 

At breakfast my husband and I discuss the Sun- 
day+school lesson for the day, trying to bring out 
the thoughts and illustrations which will most help 
our own little group and also prepare us to teach. 

How I wish that mothers everywhere were in 
possession of this wonderful secret of “The Life 
that is Christ”! Tired,. overwrought mothers who 
so sadly need it not only for their own sakes but 
for the lives under their control. My own home 
life has been revolutionized, of course, but I see 
much, much greater heights to be reached.—An 
Iowa Mother. 


OR A number of years a’ very important 

member of the family worked late Saturday 
night, getting home any time between ten and twelve 
o’clock. Some people said, “Leave a lunch on the 
table and go to bed.” But when a man has been on 
his feet all day he is too tired to get the kind of 
lunch he needs. So late suppers Saturday night, 
and correspondingly late breakfasts Sunday morn- 
ing, were the program. 

Saturday afternoon the cook prepared a big 
Sunday dinner, and put in a basin two or three 
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more potatoes than the family used (in case some 
one should happen in). Sometimes the potatoes 
were pared, sometimes not. Vegetables were put 
in another basin or two. A roast of meat was put 
in a dripping pan. 

Sunday morning plenty of water was put in the 
basins and some were covered. A little water was 
put in the dripping pan with salt, pepper, etc., then 
they were put in the oven of the gas stove, and 
just before going to church one gas jet was 
lighted and turned low. 

The family stayed to Sunday-school, and by the 
time they came home the dinner was cooked and 
ready to put on the table. 

Sometimes rice has been cooked for dessert at 
the same time. Instead of a roast sometimes a 
cheaper piece of rather tough meat has been put 
in a basin of water, with salt, pepper, and perhaps 
an onion, or celery tops for flavoring. Sometimes 
potatoes were put in a basin without water, and a 
piece of paper laid over the top. They baked 
very nicely in that way. Parsnips are especially 
sweet when baked in a paper bag with their skins 
on; also onions, and corn inthe husks. 

After a tn a few times any one can easily get 
a big Sunday dinner on Saturday, and be prepared 
to invite friends to come home to dinner if desired. 
—A City Mother in New York State. 


OF OF the helpful things at our home is the 
“fireless cooker.” The good wife needs the 
morning rest for prepevetnn for the duties of the 
day. We are fond of cereals, and with well-cooked 
cereals we care for little else for our Sunday 
breakfast. These are put in the cooker Saturday 
evening, and Sunday morning it is simply a mat- 
ter of serving. 

For our Sunday mid-day meal the meat is usu-- 
pe prepared beforehand so that it may be served 
cold, and the vegetables afe prepared and put in 
the “fireless” before going to the Sunday morning 
service, and are thought no more about until we get 
home after Sunday-school, which with us comes 
after the morning service; thus we find them ready 
to serve.—A Connecticut Husband. 


LL THROUGH our married life I have en- 
deavored to simplify the Sunday work, doing as 

little as possible on that day. My husband and I 
were united in our aim to “keep the Sabbath Day 
holy,” and we have been greatly blessed as a re- 
sult. We have always avoided as far as possible 
going visiting or entertaining company on Sunday. 

We live on a farm two miles from church, and 
have two daughters. On Sundays milk must be 
cared for, chickens fed, calves also, as on week- 
days; but the cooking is all done on Saturday. 

‘We cook potatoes and other vegetables durin 
their season with our Saturday dinner, meats and 
dessert also, placing them in a cool cellar. 

In summer, when extrerpely hot, we prepare our 
potatoes on Saturday evening, and cook them Sun- 
day morning while at breakfast. 

Saturday evening we finish our preparation of 
our Sunday-school lesson, which we have studied 
more or less through the week, and get our church 
and Sunday-school contributions and everything in 
order, to prevent haste or confusion on God’s day. 

We seldom go out Saturday evening, as we want 
to feel fresh and rested for God’s day. 

We arise at seven or earlier as the case demands. 
Each one attends to his own duties, and we often 
have time to look over our lesson then. 

We each have a class, mine numbering ‘fifty 
young married women. 

On our return home in summer we light our oil 
stove, cream or fry our cooked potatoes, cook eggs, 
make coffee, and, with our fresh or canned vege- 
tables or fruits, and desserts, we have a dinner that 
would grace a king’s table, and in twenty minutes. 

We occasionally have friends with us over Sun- 
day, from a distance, but we take them to church 
with us and follow our same plan for our dinner; 
and it apparently gives satisfaction. 

People often say to me, “We can’t stay to Sun- 
day-school, it makes our dinner so late.” If they 
would follow some similar plan I feel sure it 
would prove very satisfactory to them. 

I feel that God has blessed us richly in our 
efforts to keep holy his day, and I feel sure we are 
much better physically than we would be to indulge 
in elaborate Sunday dinners. 

When Monday morning comes we feel refreshed 
physically as well as spiritually—A New York 
State Mother. 


| COOK all my dinner on Saturday, dessert and 
all. In these days of fireless cookers and good 
roasting pans one can keep warm or warm up 
either a stew or roast of any-sort, also vegetables, 
with little if any deterioration in food values or 
taste. 

When I first began housekeeping my husband 
was fond of and accustomed to a big fresh cooked 
meal, but I soon saw most of my day could go into 
cooking, and determined to simplify matters by 
cooking Saturday. 

Another thing, I discouraged any prearranged 

( Continued on page 307) 
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Binding Mothers to the Church 


Two amazing lessons, one that the children taught the Mothers’ Meeting, and 
- one that the Home Department mother taught her boy 


—— 





Timid Mrs. Jennings and the Mothers 
By Elizabeth Cumings 


HERE was a decided rustle of surprise and in- 
terest when little Mrs. Jennings rose, for there 
was a large contingent of Roseboro ladies 
resent, and even a few men stood against the wall 
y the doors. Never before had Mrs. Jennings 
taken part in any meeting, however private, and to- 
day the spacious parlor of the Orthodox meeting- 
house was crowded, for the State Federation of 


Women’s Clubs was in session in the town, and this . 


was “The Mothers’ Conference.” 

Timid little Mrs. Jennings did not belong to any 
club. When she could find the time she attended 
the Orthodox Sewing Society. But she was so 
afraid she would be driven into writing a paper, and 
what would be even worse, compelled to stand up 
and read that composition, that she never would per- 
mit her name to be placed upon the list of members, 
though she conscientiously if secretly paid her dues 
to the mission societies when giving to the annual 
thank-offering in February. 
ister, to whom all women over twenty-five were old, 
had announced at prayer-meeting that he expected 
the older members to set an example to the younger 
in giving testimony, and then had suddenly called 
upon Mrs. jeanne, who was just thirty,.she had 
shaken her head. To be exact her head had shaken 
itself, for so intense was the shock that she shook all 
over. That she should rise to speak at a mceting of 
the State Federation was amazing. All the Rose- 
boro folk present craned their necks. It was plain 
the speaker was borne out of herself by her message, 
and so was oblivious of her surroundings. 

“Perhaps other mothers may profit as I have, 
from something I overheard the other day,” she be- 
gan. Her voice, if not strong, was of that high, 
Sweet, penetrating quality that carries. “All the 
summer I am accustomed to sit beside the window 
before which my children play. I want to know 
what interests them, and how they spend their time, 
so I invite other children to come and play with 
them. There was an unusual gathering, for there 
were several little guests in the neighborhood. The 
children could not see me, because of the- wax-ball 
bushes. It was as if they were quite by themselves. 

“‘T don’t believe that God hears you when you 
pray,’ said one child. ‘Anyhow he does not mind 
me at all, for I’ve prayed ow prayed for my mamma’s 
mind to change so ’t she'll let me have a kitty, and 
she hasn’t changed at all.’ This child was tending our 
cat. ‘I dearly love kitties and dogs, but she says they 
are very disagreeable beasts, and that they track up 
the porches. I haven’t any brother or sister, so I 


think God might hear. I’d love a kitty so dearly, and+ 


never let it trouble, and I’ve prayed and prayed, but 
mamma gets mad if I even speak of having one.’ 

“‘My mamma’s just th’ same,’ confided another 

child. ‘It’s no use at all praying. I’ve tried and 
tried, too. I want a deg dreadful. But my mamma 
won't. 
“*Maybe God don’t care for dogs and cats,’ said a 
third, perhaps anxious to defend the faith. ‘My 
father says you can’t have anything it isn’t God’s 
will you can. 

“*Rats!’ scoffed the dog lover. ‘God made cats 
and dogs himself.’ 

“*How’d you like to have nothing but a cat?’ said 
a shrill-voiced boy, a stranger. ‘My mother’s in a 
big department store. It’s splendid, but she gits 
so tired she can’t talk to me at all even Sundays. 
Grandma lets me have a cat, but when I try to ask 
her things, she says, “There, there, keep still!” She’s 
deaf as anything. I don’t know what I'd do if it 
wasn’t for Mrs. Moses. She’s-a Jew and lives in 
a whole flat, the first one by the big front door. We 
live four pairs of stairs up and at the back in three 
rooms. When I’ve the headache or get lonesome, 
and Mrs, Moses is in, she often takes me on her lap 
and tells me stories. My, but ’twould be bully to 
have a real mother who'd take you!’ 

““My mother teaches,’ said another one of the 
strangers,°a girl. ‘She teaches psychology, if you 
know what that is. When she isn’t teaching, she’s 
—S methods, or a piles and piles of papers 
to do. I don’t care. I know a lot of gay girls ‘round 
the corner, and when she isn’t minding, I go off with 
them. Don’t seem to me you c’n have much fun if 
your mother’s always ’round.’ 

“*Yes you can, though Roseboro isn’t New York,’ 
said the first cat lover. ‘But your mamma’s liable 
to be mistaken I find. Mine told me the other day 
that people who know all about flowers can take 'em 
all apart, and then put them all together again. I 
tried it. She was “broiderin” her a shirtwaist, an’ 
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Are parents shifting responsibility for the relig- 
ious training of their children to the Sunday-school? 
Such an accusation is often heard, and sadly enough 
there is much truth in it. How the Home Depart- 
ment may contribute to remedy this failure is pow- 
erfully suggested in one of the articles on this page. 
The injunctions of Pestalozzi and Froebel them- 
selves could hardly be more suggestive to Mothers’ 
Meetings than the story here told of an overheard 
dialogue between neighborhood children. 








she wanted me to go ‘way, but not ’way off. Well! 
—I took sweet peas an’ then I took dandelions. I 
tried, and I tried, and I don’t believe it can be done. 
But I didn’t tell mamma. Because,’—the speaker 
sighed, ‘I guess p’raps she wanted to fool me.’ 

“*You can’t begin to believe ’em,’ asserted the dog 
lover. ‘Mine always says ’t medicine’s not going to 
taste bad, and if you trust her there’s your mouth 
full of something horrid. My, don’t that make me 
mad! Grandma’s different. If it’s going to be nasty, 
she tells me, and says, “Brace up! Your great, 
greats were with Washington at Valley Forge and fit 
an’ bied for liberty.”’ , 

“ ‘They got a chicken fact’ry at grand-aunt Delia’s,’ 
said the shrill-voiced boy. ‘The chickens don’t have 
any mother ‘tall, only a coal-oil lamp. Th’ reg’lar 
chickens get snuggled under their ma’s wings, an’ 
she clucks when ime finds somethin’ for ’em. But, 
sir! them chickens with only a lamp for a mother 
are jus’ like th’ kids in our flat, of course except for 
Mrs. Moses.’ ” 

There was a brief silence; and ee Mrs. Dodge 
who sat next was afraid that little Mrs. Jennings 
was going to faint. Then she rallied and resumed 
timidly, “I’ve nothing to add to this recital, friends, 
save that these children ranged in age from five to 
eight years.” 

BELVIDERE, ILL. 


Giving the Mothers a Picnic 
By George E. Walsh 


HE poor tired mothers of our towns and cities 

appreciate a picnic as much as do the Sunday- 

school ‘ children, and some of the outings 
arranged for them by the churches, missions, and 
Sunday-schools are of a most commendable char- 
acter. But how is a mother of several children go- 
ing to enjoy a picnic or outing if all her time is re- 
quired to look after the little ones, ranging from the 
infant in arms to boys and girls. seven and eight 
years old? This part of the problem must be care- 
fully considered if_the outing -is going to achieve 
the end desired. 

A Sunday-school in New York that has success- 
fully organized and given a picnic to the tired 
mothers of the poor cut the Gordian knot by estab- 
lishing a day nursery for the little ones. It was 
found that most of the mothers could not or would, 
not go to the picnic. on account of their children. 
They had no kind friends or relatives to leave them 
With, The siperintendent of the school called for 
volunteer nurses among the teachers and members 
of the congregation. most hearty response was 
received, over twenty ladies volunteering their ser- 
vices. 

The Sunday-school rooms were thrown open on 
the day of the picnic, and the mothers brought their 
little 'ones in fresh bib and tucker. They were 
divided up into groups according to their ages. The 
infants had a cool room in which a few cots, ham- 
mocks, and sofas had been provided, and the older 
ones were entertained with games in the other part 
of the building. The volunteer nurses and enter- 
tainers took turns in looking after their little 
charges. A substantial lunch, with milk and lemon- 
ade, was provided. It was really a picnic for the 
youngsters as well as for the mothers. A young 
doctor from the congregation offered to call in at 
the nursery in the course of the day and see if his 
services might be needed, and he held himself in 
telephone communication for prompt assistance if 
any of the babies developed symptoms that alarmed 
the amateur nurses. 

The mothers left their charges in the Sunday- 
school nursery without fear or dread, and then 
started off by trolley and boat to the scene of the 
picnic. They had their baskets of lunch with them, 
and it was a gala day from the beginning to the end. 


~ 











There was little managing needed. The superin- 
‘tendent and a few of the teachers went along to see 
that they reached their destination in safety. For 
the most part then they were left to flock together 
and enjoy the rest and recreation by the water and 
under the shade trees. They had no care; no worry 
about little ones; nothing to do but rest and enjo 
themselves. There were boats, swings, and bath 
houses for them, and while some took advantage of 
these others were simply glad to sit down and rest. 
“Do nothing,” as one of them expressed it. 

Now these poor tired mothers loved their little 
ones, and were not tired of them, but it was a great 
relief to get off by themselves and not worry about 
Jimmy and Mamie or think of household duties. It 
did them more good than if they had been presented 
with money or rewards. They returned home late 
in the aftertioon happy and full of new spirits, They 
had had their first real holiday in years, and when 
they received their little ones at night they hugged 
and kissed them and retold to little ears what “a fine 
time they’d had.” Perhaps if we gave the tired 
mothers a picnic once a year in this way we would 
interest the parents more in the Sunday-school and 
command their allegiance because of the gratitude 
they felt. It’s worth trying every summer. 


New York City. 
we 


Why Johnnie Knew His Lesson 
By Marion Wathen Fox 


OHNNIE knew his lesson. He could say the 

Golden Text and answer almost any question. His 

teacher was very much surprised, because Johnnie 

had never known his lesson before. The next 
Sunday Johnnie knew his lesson again and the 
teacher was even more surprised. Johnnie was not 
the kind of boy to learn a Sunday-school lesson. The 
teacher became uneasy. Perhaps Johnnie wasn’t well, 
perhaps this unusual lapse to goodness bespoke an 
early death. But Johnnie assured her he was all 
right. So then the teacher let her curiosity get the 
better of her and asked Johnnie point-blank for an 
explanation. She soon got it: 

“Well, you see one o’ them Home Department 
Visitors come round and got hold of ma and made 
her join, and ever since she joined she’s made me 
study my lesson. J got to.” 

See how the Home Department reacts on the 
school! 

At a recent Sunday-school convention I met a 
lady who was evidently a Sunday-school enthusiast. 
She was then teaching an Adult Bible Class—a 
young woman’s class. Between sessions we were 
talking Sunday-school and she gave me this bit of 
her history: 

“You see I haven’t been in Sunday-school work 
very long. I came in through the Home Department. 

ust two years ago a lady came and coaxed me to 
join that. I wasn’t a Bit enthusiastic, and finally 
joined more to please her, for’I thought it didn’t 
‘count? much one way or the other, ut I hadn’t 
belonged two months before I got so interested in 
Sunday-school work that I started going to Sunday- 
school. “The Sunday-school has been one of the 
greatest blessings of- my life and I love it.” 

It was Charlie’s last day in the home Sunday- 
school. He and three other “fellows” were going 
West. They had all taken homesteads there. At 
the close of the school session the teachers and su- 
perintendent were shaking hands with Charlie, tell- 
ing him how sorry they were to lose him, wishing 
him good luck and all that kind of thing. A sudden 
inspiration came to one teacher: “Oh, Charlie, I 
know what you'll have to do—join the Home Depart- 
ment,” she said. 

“Too far away, I’m afraid,” laughed Charlie. 

But the Home Department superintendent was soon 
on the spot and said it was “the very thing.” So 
she explained things to Charlie, took his address as 
nearly as he could give it, and gave him a Quarterly. 
Next morning she posted him some papers (she 


always received them in advance) so that they would - 


be there when he arrived, for his first Sunday. 

At last Charlie was settled in his shack, his nearest 
neighbors three and five miles away. His first Sun- 
day came. He had not a soul to talk to, no church 
to attend—no nothing; all alone in that prairie coun- 
try. He was lonesome, real lonesome. All at once 
he thought of that Home Department Quarterly. He 
had promised to study the lesson every week. So 
soon he was “ in Sunday-school” hard at work on 
the lesson. And he kept it up every Sunday. Soon 
the other “homesteader boys” found out how Charlie 
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spent part of his Sundays. So one day the Home 

artment superintendent back there in the home 
village received a letter giving her the names of two 
new members who lived in lonely shacks in the far 
western country. But that wasn’t the end. After a 
while the two new members got to mounting their 
horses on Sunday and riding over to Charlie’s shack 
so that they might study the lesson together. A 
miniature Sunday-school it became. By and by a 
settlement grew up around these homesteads, and 
the three Home Department fellows started a real 
genuine Sunday-school, the first in_the settlement. 

See the possibilities of the Home Department! 

“Miss Addie,” as she was commonly called, returned 
from a visit very enthusiastic about a certain some- 
thing. She wanted to organize one right away in the 
little home town. When prayer-meeting night came 
round she told about it there: She wanted to start 
a Home Department right away, so she explained a 
little about its workings and what good it had done 
in the place she had been visiting. Then she asked 
any of the young people who were interested and 
would help ker to stay and talk about it. A young 
man, not a Christian but who had great respect for 
Miss Addie and her religion, volunteered his ser- 
vices as a Visitor “to help Miss Addie out,” as he 
expressed it. 

After he had been some time at work he became 
very much impressed with the good the Home De- 
partment seemed to be doing, and then the thought 
came of how strange it was that he should be doing 
this Christian work and himself not a Christian. It 
bothered him. It continued to bother him. At last 
one day he went to Miss Addie and confessed his 
feelings. She asked him to kneel with her in prayer. 
And as the little lady was praying so earnestly and 
lovingly for him the young man yielded himself to 
God and became an earnest Christian. 

Surely the Home Department has been blessed by 
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God and has been well called an “extension” depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school. 

f you were to visit a certain American town and 
were in touch with Sunday-school people there they 
would be almost sure to take you to visit one member 
of their Home Department. You would find her in a 
very humble home: a r old lady crippled with. 
rheumatism, her hands distorted and &é. body almost 
helpless, but, oh, what a face! All alight with a 
glory that can only come from the peace of God 
within. 

As you talk with her she will tell you that she has 
been an invalid for twenty long years now, that she 
cannot dress herself or feed herself—she cannot even 
hold a book. Then her face will light up and she 
will tell you the wonderful blessing that came to her 
through the Home Department. ow she used, be- 
fore they came, to spend so many, many long hours 
alone with but few visitors to brighten her days and 
very seldom any one to read to her. But since they 
came all that has been changed. A visitor comes to 
see her almost every day now, they read the papers 
to her and the Quarterlies; they do all manner of 
thirgs for her. She will be sure to say something 
like this: “I don’t know how I would ever get 
along without the Home Department, the good cod 
sent it to me.” 

And as you look about at that humble little room, 
and then at the dear old lady with her face almost 
perfected through suffering, you think—if only this 
one soul! If the Home Department had never helped 
as other, because of this one it were all worth 
while. 

But there are over 800,000 members to-day in the 
Home Department. These that I have given are 
doubtless but a few of the many lives that have been 
wonderfully helped and comforted by this blessed 
extension department of the Sunday-school. 

Toronto, CANADA. 


~~ 
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When the World Destroyed its Light 


The one bright gleam that a Modern Dreamer sees in a look back 
q to the Black Friday of all history 





“I am the light of the world,’’ says Jesus, in the eighth of John; but he qualifies that 
statement in the ninth chapter, as he says, ‘‘ As long as I am in the world, I am the 


light of the world.” 


The world put out its light on Calvary. So dark was that deed 


that midnight literally fell upon the earth at noonday. And yet the eye of a Modern 
Dreamer penetrates the gloom and se¢s in it the gleam of a coming dawn. Can we 
see it with him ? 


me and we will see a new gate of the old 
Jerusalem city wall.” 

This was what my young friend, Dr. A—, at 
Jerusalem, said to me one day. 

Strange, how we call a gate of the old Jerusalem 
“new.” Of course, the “new gate” was a recent dis- 
covery. This new gate was an exceedingly interest- 
ing ruined portion of an old gate. Was it a gate of 
the city wall in the days of Christ, or was it a gate 
in an enclosure within or without the city wall at a 
later date? If it was a gate in the old city wall, 
then it is very evident that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre’ is inside of the old city wall and so can- 
not be the place of the crucifixion, which was “with- 
out” the city. Those who think that this church 
marks the place of the holy site say that the gate in 
question was not a gate of the old city wall, but a 

ate in an enclosure, perhaps of the Crusaders’ times. 
t is not worth while to go into all the details of the 
discussion, for there is only this one fact of deciding 
interest, the gate opens the wrong way for the gate 
of such an enclosure. So it probably was a gate in 
the old city wall. 

If you are at all interested in the location of the 
place of the Crucifixion, there is no better place 
from which to start the investigation of that question 
than this old gateway. Do you see those cypress 
trees on the top of the hill to the northwest from 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre? Let us go up 
there into the large court-yard of the Russian Con- 
sulate where they stand, and under their shade take 
a long look down upon the place of tragic events, 
and upon the events of that tragic day. 

A good deal more of a climb than you expected, 
was it? Yes, houses of a city do wonderfully con- 
ceal the inequalities of the ground. That is one of 
the chief elements of obscurity in this problem of 
the place of the Crucifixion. We are now on an 
elevation nearly the same as the top of the dome 
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and that is 
about 250 feet above the present street level. If the 
Crucifixion were at that place, and we know it cer- 
tainly did take place outside the city, then the wall 
of the city must have been just at the foot of this 
steep hilk That would be an absurd situation. The 
most inexperienced builder in the world would not 
erect a wall for defense at the foot of a steep hill 
that was on the outside of the wall. If the hill was 
too steep to climb, then it would be a wall itself and 


“Comes around the corner of this house with 


no other would be needed. If it was not too steep 
to climb, then the enemy would climb down the hill- 
side and shoot over the wall built at the foot of it. 
The place of the Crucifixion, if the old tradition was 
right at all in the locality, must have been up this 
way a little and off to the right or the left around 
the foot of this hill in some ravine or other incon- 
spicuous place. There is not the slightest hint in the 
Bible that it was on a hill. 

But some other traditions are more likely than this 
one about the site of the holy sepulchre. See that 
street running straight down through the city from 
near the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Yes, yes, I 
know it “looks like a stairway,” but it is a street 
nevertheless, a stairway-street through a good part of 
the way. It is not meant for vehicles, but for pedes- 
trians and an occasional donkey. There are so many 
arches over it, too, that, from here, it looks almost 
like an arcade. It is the Via Dolorosa. It comes 
straight on, passing near the Church of the- Holy 
Sepulchre, and, by deflecting q little, it would pass 
to the left through that old gateway by which we 
stood a few minutes ago, and so along the side of 
this hill at its foot. . : 

Now can you see a low pile of buildings near the 
northwest corner of the temple area. They are not 
very pretentious buildings. They make up the Con- 
vent of the Sisters of Zion. Some years ago a 
Roman pavement was found there which some be- 
lieve to be the “pavement” in front of the Pretorium 
where Jesus was tried before Pilate. Perhaps his 
feet did press that mosaic pavement; perhaps men of 
a howling mob did jostle each other over it; -per- 
haps Pilate did sit in judgment there; judgment! 
that mockery of judgment to which he prostituted 
his high office. Perhaps from that ‘very place they 
led Him up that stairway-street toward us here, out 
through yonder old gateway to “a place,” not “the 
place”—not any regular place of execution, but to 
“a place,” which must needs be explained as a place 
“called the place of a skull,” and “there they crucified 
him.” 

Can we shut our eyes to all the confusing sights of 
this half modern work-a-day world at Jerusalem, and 
look back to the things of His day? Let us try. 
We will keep just that stairway-street running this 
way from the “pavement” at yonder end to the old 
gateway at this end, and with it the hills round 
about the city, and we will add three_crosses here 


. this dark night. 
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near the foot of this hill, and see only a faint, oh, 
so faint, radiance about the superscription of the 
central cross, like the first faint blush of dawn. 
troops of tourists, go shops of curios, go dilapidated 
cabs and garish hotels, go everything modern, and— 
can we realize it must so even for a moment ?— 
go all the marvelous influence of His life and His 
teaching and His work which has spread abroad in 
the nineteen hundred years since His death, all that 
world-wide colossal thing, Christianity, that per- 
meates all civilization, colors all national life and 
leads all the world. Let our imaginations leap ‘back- 
wards for nineteen centuries into the events of that 
dark, tragic day. Can you see that pale effulgence 
about the superscription over the central cross, the 
one gleam in the appalling gloom. Let us ask... 
but wait. 

Can you see now in the gloom a strange flitting 
about of torches across the Kidron toward the 
Garden? They have gone now to the old high 
priest’s palace, the palace of Caiaphas, the truculent 
politician whom the Romans have recognized as High 
Priest. There are some dark doings over there on 
They are coming out of the palace 
now. Is it only the light of their torches that makes 
things clearer? It must be the morning twilight, for 
the horizon is taking shape in the east. See! that is 
the same crowd coming on in the darkness. That is 
a mob: look at the uplifted hands with spread-out 
fingers. If we were nearer we would hear the howls 
that always come from an Oriental mob. And do 
you begin to see the sheen of silken robes among 
them? That crowd is not made up alone of the 
rabble and riffraff of Jerusalem. There are sinister 
forces reaching down from above, many a big man 
of affairs in the city inciting to riot. it is the old 


. story of the simple-minded mob the tool of evil great 


men. Was there ever a mob that was not duped? 

They are gathering at the “pavement” before the 
Pretorium. They have come to wake up early that 
weak old despot, Pilate; to make him a tool of the 
mob, as the mob is the tool of those silk-gowned 
fellows. There! they are pushing ‘a prisoner for- 
ward!... It is He! Where are the multitudes that 
shouted -“Hosanna”? Where are the listening 
crowds that hung upon his words, as the words of 
an oracle of God? Where are the many who were 
healed by his wondrous power? Where are the 
twelve who have been so conspicuous about him? 
Yonder is one, the traitor, leading the mob. He 
never saw the light. As for the others.they are lost 
in this gloom; the light for them is gone out. Is this 
the end of high hopes? Has the light that seemed 
about to fill the world gone out? Is this howling 
mob of dupes the end? It looks so. I¢ there any- 
thing blacker than the darkness that is left after a 
great light has gone out? This is that darkness. 

Now they are going in for the trial. And look at 
those old Pharisees, hypocrites. They do not hesi- 
tate to incite a mob to do murder, and now they will 
not enter a Gentile court on the day of “the prepa- 
ration” lest they be defiled! They would put out 
the light of the world, but are afraid of being con- 
taminated by entering the presence of one “of an- 
other nation”! 

Yonder come the soldiers with the prisoner. See 
that mob rage like a pack of hounds at sight of the 
quarry! Hear them bay, “Crucify him, crucify him!” 
They take him to Herod, and Herod turns him over 
to the soldiers. These soldiers of Herod make the 
Christ the victim of the coarsest, cruelest, lowest 
horse-play. They did not hate this man, they did not 
know him, perhaps they had never even heard of 
him; at most they only knew that the Roman au- 
thorities looked’ upon him as a joke, a freak, a weak 
visionary, perfectly harmless; yet they pressed a 
wreath of the thorniest thorns in the world upon his 
brow for a crown, put a dead weed-stock in his hand 
for a scepter, hunted up some gaudy clothes to put 
on him for a royal robe, made mock obeisance to 
him; and look! the lowest act of indignity diabolical 
spirit ever conceived! They spit on him! Not one 
gleam of the light of the world shines about that 
scene. It gets darker and darker! 

Now comes the bleeding, bent figure as the jost- 
ling mob escorts him back to “the pavement.” 
Pilate, the despicable, must face this :problem again, 
and face it before the baying hounds of that mob. 
But something is happening yonder. See that fellow 
slipping through the mob; even the soldiers make 
way for him, and Pilate evidently knows him. He 
has brought a note. It is woman’s intuition in a 
tering There is something in that message that 
makes Pilate turn pale, while the mob stands in open- 
mouthed wonder and silence. Whatever was in that 
note, Pilate is more reluctant than ever to-turn over 
this man to the mob: But what is he doing? Wash- 
ing his hands! to be clear of this whole matter! Was 
ever such child’s play enacted in a court of justice, 
and Roman justice! . Truly there are dark deeds 
done when it is dark. The multitude have forsaken 
him, the disciples are cowering somewhere in hiding, 
the Romans are laughing at this “fanatic,” and out 
of that darkness comes up this horrid imprecation, 
“His blood be upon us and upon our children.” The 
only light that is left there seems the lurid light of 
the pit. 


It is all over. They are giving him over to the 
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LESSON FOR JUNE I0 (John 19: 16 - 30) 


soldiers to be crucified for the mob. They make him 
“bear his cross,” as the Romans did, that they ~~ 
make a man take part in his own execution. p 
that stairway-street the motley procession comes to 
pass out on this side of the city to find a fit place 
for so foul a deed. Can you see what is going on 
yonder? Oh, he has fallen and they have seized 
that countryman coming into town and laid the cross 
on him. 

Who are these gathering about us here on this hill 
by the cypress trees? I see now: “Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the less. and of Joses 
and Salome,” “and many other women.” These have 
come to stand “afar of,” but yonder, near where they 
are setting up the crosses, are “His mother” and 
“the disciple whom Jesus loved.” They see no light. 
There is no faith. They only wish*to be near to the 
end,—the end of all. 

The crosses are set up, and what a strange scene 
they make in the darkness, as they put the accusa- 
tions at the head of the cross over the victims. The 
other inscriptions cannot be read in the darkness, 
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but there is a strange radiance about the one over 
Him. There is written in the three languages of the 
crowds, “The King of the Jews.’ The multitude has 
broken out again. hey are in a rage over that 
superscription. They “will have that changed.” 
Only this answer comes back, “What I have written, 
I have written.” Pilate has become laconic, now 
that he has yielded to the mob. Again we see that 
faint radiance around the superscription over his 


cross. Why Pilate’s answer and why this light? - 


Pilate believed his wife that this man whom he sur- 
rendered was more than people knew, and this light, 
the only gleam in all the dark world of that tragic 
day is “The Light that only a Dreamer Saw.” 


. > . 


The vision is gone and the dusty city is about us 
again and the shadows of night are falling. We must 
leave our place under the cypress trees and go home. 
“The question we were going to ask ourselves a 
while ago?” Oh, yes: it is this: If you and I had 
been there then, would we have seen even that light? 





John’s Monument 


Could they build him one that would be worth while? 


By Ida Alexander 








monument evolved itself, a white rock of refuge 

and consolation, from the heartache of that 
time. The thought came to Mrs. Linton in the 
night—one of those tong Sete of prayer and tears 
which she had come to know after the death of her 
husband. It was still with her upon awaking. She 
ran in to Bessie Craig, her cousin, several times re- 
moved, staying with her indefinitely. 

“I’m goin’ to raise a monument to John,” she 
cried. “It come to me in the night, Bessie, ’twas an 
answer to my prayer. An’ I’m jest nearly happy 
about it. John was a good man. "Taint no more’n 
right folks should know it.” : ’ 

‘They did know it,” said Bessie Craig. “In all 
the valley there: wasn’t no man respected more’n 

ohn.” 
? She cried a little as she said it. Bessie Craig 
cried easily. And Mary Linton had led, or followed, 
her therein for some months. But now she did not 
cry. She shook her head at her cousin. : 

“T aingt goin’ to shed another tear,”-she said. “I’m 
goin’ to put all my love for John into the monument, 
stead o’ grievin’ about him. I’m goin’ to have the 
nicest one in the cemetery, all writ in poetry an’ big 

old. letters. An’ every one who reads it ‘ll know 
just how much John was to me, an’ to every one 
who knew him. I’m goin’ to begin savin’ for it 
this very day.” : 

“What you goin’ to put on it?” asked Bessie Craig, 
dabbing at her eyes with a moist handkerchief. 

“T ain’t decided yet. Maybe I'll hire’ some one to 
write it, or maybe I'll get it outen a book. Only one 
thing I know. I’m goin’ to have it. Won’t it look 

rand, Bessie, risin’ up tall an’ white, speakin’ s’ 
fohn, for all the world to see?” 

Bessie Craig nodded. 

“He’d ought to have it,” she said, “such a good 
church worker he was, and all. I wonder we never 
thought o’ it before. I got two dollars left from my 
mournin’. Sallie Lane wouldn’t take nothin’ for 
makin’ the dress over. We'll start it with that.” 

“T put eighty cents in a stockin’ soon as I got up, 
for a starter,” said Mrs. Linton, with quick, almost 
jealous impulse. And then, in repentance as swift, 
“But we'll put yours right in with it. An’ it’s real 
kind o’ you, Bessie, to think of it. I’ve no idee how 
much it'll take—p’raps it'll come to fifty, or even a 
hundred. But it won’t take long for it to swell up.” 

“No,” agreed Bessie Craig, “it won’t take_long. 
An’ we'll feel better to be doin’ somethin’ for John.” 

“Just goin’ on livin’, doin’ our level best, is some- 
thing for him, the minister said. But I ain’t never 
felt the same good outen that as I do out o’ this. 
This is somethin’ really for him. It seems different, 
somehow, from anything else we could do.” 

The two dollars, laid: by the eighty cents in the 
worn old stocking, slipped into the toe and made 
not much impression. But both women rejoiced at 
this minute beginning. It did not seem little to them 
—large, on the contrary. For their lives were set 
among the days of small things. From such sums, 
if at all, the monument must grow. 

Little by little, in small sacrifices and economies, 
they added to it. The chickens, contributing their 
mite in the shape of eggs, swelled the sum to five. 
The old mooly cow yielded up her month-old calf 
and brought the sum to ten. They sat that night 
and ran the coins through their fingers. 

“Did you ever see anything grow like this is 
growin’?” Mary Linton said. “It won’t be long, 
at this rate, before we’ve saved the whole thing. I 
can hardly wait.” 

“Yes,” answered Bessie Craig, “it’ll grow before 


E WAS some time before the thought of the 


we know it. Don’t you think, Mary, you ought to 
soon run up to the city an’ see what it'll cost? We 
could save with a better heart if we knew just how 
much we had to save.” 

Mary Linton shook her head. 

“I'd like to know,” she said. “Same tirne, I don’t 
believe in goin’ till we’ve saved more’n this. We 
want such a big one. An’ it'll sure come to a big 
sum. Besides, when I go, you're to come along. 
An’ our fares’ll be somethin’.” 

“There’s no need for me to go,” said Bessie, ob- 
viously pleased, however. 

“Both, or neither,” Mary decided. “Ain’t you 
helped as much as me? Ain’t you prayin’, same as 
Iam? Ain’t you jest as anxious as I be? Didn’t 
you love John, too? You're goin’ right along with 
me, an’ help pick it out.” 

And yet, for all her resolve, it did not happen so. 
A neighbor ran in one morning, all excitement. The 
project of the monument was known, and approved 
of, in the neighborhood. Indeed, had Mrs. Linton 
been willing to allow it, there were those who would 
have contributed their mites cheerfully. 

“Mary,” Mrs. Thompson cried, “you’ve just got to 
get into your hat an’ coat an’ come along of me. The 
Winslows are down in their car. An’ they’re goin’ 
to take me to the city an’ back. It’s real kind of 
them. They know I’m wild to get up an’ see my 
Tommy. Seems I can’t get used to havin’ him away. 
But he’s doin’ well, an’ I stand it good as I can. Next 
month’s his birthday—twenty-one! Think o’ that! 
He’s goin’ to try to get down for that. But it seems 
a long time off. I’m glad to get this chance. An’, 
when they offered to take me, I thought right away 
of you. I spoke right up about it. An’ they was 
mor’n willin’s Mr. Winslow never met John but 
the oncet. But he liked him, like every one done. 
An’ he’s anxious to take you. So get right ready an’ 
come along. Best wrap up good. The weather’s 
chillish. I wish there was room to squeeze you in, 
Bessie. But there ain’t. An’ I know you won't 
mind.” 

No, Bessie did not mind. Mary did, but she was 
quickly over-ruled. The opportunity, indeed, was 
too good to be missed. 

In a little while, Mary was bundled up and seated 
in the flying car. The unusual and luxurious ex- 
perience seemed to wrap her from her work-a-day 
world. The swift ride was like a dream to her. 
But she awoke to realities again when she reached 
the city. Mr. Winslow drove her to the marble 
yard, before he took Mrs. Thompson to her son. 

“You don’t mind bein’ alone, do you, Mary?” she 
asked, as Mrs. Linton got out. “You just look 
around and satisfy yourself. Don’t be bashful— 
ask him the price of everything. I'll jest take a 
look at Tommy, an’ let him know we’re here. Then 
I'll come back here for you, an’ you an’ me an’ 
Tommy ’ll go to dinner together. I’ll make him treat 
us to a good one. An’ I guess we'll have time to 
look around a bit before it’s time to go back.” 

At the office of the big marble yard, Mary Lin- 
ton stated her wishes as clearly as she could. The 
man nodded comprehension. He took her to stone 
after stone. And he stated prices with a noncha- 
lance that awed her—this three hundred, this five, 
this six. 

“Why, he don’t think nothin’ at all about money!” 
she said to herself. ; 

She had entered the place in trepidation. When 
she left, her fear had become a certainty. There 
was nothing in the place that she wanted, under two 
hundred dollars. Even at that, so much more than 
she had expected, she was barely satisfied. 
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“An’ John ought to have a nice one,” she said to 
herself, “he ought to have the nicest one that was 
ever made.” 

Mrs. Thompson found her in low spirits when 
she came back. And even at luncheon, with little 
Tommy Thompson grown up and playing the host 
in a very citified manner, she did not brighten up 
much. Mrs. Thompson sympathized duly with her. 

“But never mind, Mary,” she cheered her, “you'll 
save it up in time.” 

“Bessie’ll be so disappointed,” Mrs. Linton said. 
“I’m most sorrier for her than for me. An’ I hate 
to tell her.” 

All the way home, her cares went with her. The 
swiftly moving car had lost the magic it had held 
in the morning. “Two hundred dollars!” it whirred 
0 am “Two hundred dollars! Two hundred dol- 
ars !” 

She broke the news to Bessie as soon as she was 
indoors—“Like I’d like her to do to me,” she thought 
to herself. 

Bessie took it better than she had hoped. Life 
had not used her in a way to promote a feeling of 
surprise in disappointments. Nor did she show 
much. She broadened her back, as it were, for the 
establishing of the further burden. She had done it 
with harder burdens than a mere matter of money. 
Her old lips came together with a snap; and then 
opened. 

“We'll have to make more, an’ save more, or else 
wait longer,” she said. 

“It’s pretty hard to save more’n we do,” observed 
Mary, over the cup of tea that Bessie had brought 
her. “We live real economical. We sell most all 
the eggs. An’ that’s about all we got to sell, until 
the fruit comes in. An’ there ain’t such a terrible 
lot in that.” 

“No, but there must be a way,” puzzled Bessie. 

They found several ways of adding to it as the 
year went on. A summer boarder dropped provi- 
dentially .in upon them—at least they felt it was 
providentially, at first. But so broken was the peace 
of their quiet days that they came to regard it in an- 
other light. Many extras, too, kept the fairly fair 
sum from being anything like all profit. They con- 
fessed a certain relief to each other when they were 
again alone. 

They did better with the jellies for a city house. 
As the fruit came on, they worked hard at the jelly- 
making and found a ready sale for it. It was work 
they were adepts in. And it brought a good return. 
At the end of the year they viewed the contents of 
the old stocking with pride. There were ninety dol- 
lars in it. 

“I wouldn’t a’ believed we could a’ saved that much 
so soon,” said Mary. 

“We done well,” Bessie answered. “I think, con- 
siderin’, we done extra well. You ought to begin 
an’ find out what words you’re goin’ to have writ 
on it.” 

“There’s lots o’ time for that. An’ it’s a hard mat- 
ter, too. I been readin’ them things in funeral no- 
tices. There was one kind o’ struck me, an’ then 
again I didn’t want it. It would look grand on a 
monument, but it ain’t anything about John. An’ I 
feel it had ought to be about him alone. But this is 
poetry. I kind o’ hanker after havin’ it poetry. John 
thought poetry just grand. I’d like it to be writ 
about him, an’ in poetry, too.” 

“Then we'll have to get some one to do it.” 

“Yes,-maybe we will. Bessie, how much do you 
think they’d ask us for writing a few lines?” 

“T shouldn’t think it’d be more’n five.” 

“Well, it'd be worth that to have it just right. 
That'd bring it up to two hundred and five. We got 
ninety. Let’s see. Nothin’ from five leaves five; 
nine from nothin’ you can’t take; borrow one; nine 
from ten leaves one; bring down the one—one hun- 
dred and fifteen dollars! That’s a powerful big sum 
to raise yet, ain’t it, Bessie?” 

“Not so turrible,” disagreed Bessie, sturdily. “This 
year we got ninety, without so much trouble. An’ 
that ain’t such an awful lot of difference—fifteen 
more, no, twenty-five more. We'll get it, Mary, 
next year.” 

But the following year did not use them kindly. 
Mary was ill of a fever for some weeks. And, while 
they did not allow this to encroach on the sum laid 
away, they were unable to add to it. Mary retarded 
her recovery by worrying. But at last she was well 
and the doctor paid. . 

The fruit crop of their little eight acre place was 
not a large one. But it always more‘than sufficed 
for their needs, besides adding a certain sum to their 
slender income. Made into jellies, it-was quite likely 
to declare delightful ‘dividends. They planned to 
use most of it in this way. A neighbor plowed and 
pruned the orchard without charge. Everything 
promised well. But weeks of death-dealing frosts, 
followed by heavy and unusual rains, settled the 
question of the fruit crop effectively for that year. 

They lost no time in bemoaning its loss, but did 
the best they could with the strawberries and cur- 
rants. Made into jellies and jams they commanded 
a ready sale. 

At the year’s end they viewed the old stocking 
ruefully. All their efforts had but swelled the sum 
by half as much again. 
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“It'll take another year,” said Bessie, shutting her 
mouth grimly. “In another year we'll have it, an’ 
more.” 

“If it’s God’s will,” cried Mary. “And I believe it 
is his will, or he wouldn’t have helped save as much 
as we have got. We've got to put a sight of prayer 
under this monument, if we raise it, Bessie. e’ll 
have the money yet, but we must not boast.” 
“Boastin’ ain’t nothin’ but confidence in what 
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you’re goin’ to do,” declared Bessie. 
ting your faith into words.” 

“I’m willin’ to wait. I can’t think how many years 
would be too many to work an’ wait for a monument 
for John. A lifetime don’t seem none too much, when 
you come to think about it.” 

“’Twon’t take no lifetime,” said Bessie. “We’ll do 
it next year.” 

(Zo be concluded in next week's issue.) 





“It’s only put- 
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A Near-Victim’s Views of Christian Science 
By Albert Poinier Rippey 








The Christian Science Church refuses to reveal its numbers, but declares that it “ is 
transforming human thought far more rapidly than the world imagines ” (Christian 
Science Monitor, May 3, 1916). This is probably true. Therefore it is the more vital 
that those who are Christians and those who are not should know’ exactly what the 
Christian Science System teaches in its repudiation of the Bible and of Christ. The 
Sunday School Times is now bringing together facts that may startle many. Mr. 
Rippey’s paper, begun in the May 12 issue, is kcre concluded; and other articles will 
continue the investigation with the utmest frankness and thoroughness. 


asks some one. 

In the first place, Christian Scientists never 
“believe.” They prefer to accuse all others of merely 
believing or thinking that what they respectively 
stand for is or may be so; but they themselves 
“understand” the truth in the sense of knowing be- 
yond all doubt, just as clearly as we know tliat two 
and two make four, that God could not create 
anything unlike himself, and that therefore all is 
spiritual, and the Bible account of the creation of the 
material universe is a lie, as is also the evidence of 
our material senses which testify to the existence of 
the material universe. 

Now, animals instinctively seek material nourish- 
ment; further than that, we find evidence in the 
stomachs and environment of animals which have 
never seen a human being, or been within hundreds 
of miles of one, that they have taken medicine. We 
know how the cat when sick seeks catnip, and the 
dog eats grass; the bear also eats pine-pitch, spruce 
and balsam needles, soap berries, green kinnikinic 
berries, and the like, and follows these by topious 
drafts of water, thus compounding a powerful pur- 
gative. 

How then can man get away from his instinctive 
beliefs. in the reality of the material body and its 
needs, which God recognizes and confirms by supply- 
ing through natural material sources, even for the 
lower animals? The Christian Science method of 
exchanging the recognition of instinct and sense for 
the understanding of the allness of mind involves a 
continued reiteration of the denial of the reality of 
matter, with a view to eliminating material things 
from consciousness, until there is grave danger of 
the sub-consciousness yielding to the influence of the 
prolonged suggestion and of the patient dreaming 
regularly, as well as thinking, in Christian Science 
terms and becoming a mental bankrupt. Strong 
suggestion by trained practitioners, and in many 
cases hypnotism also, is responsible for this condi- 
tion. But when the “Scientists” encounter a submis- 
sive mind which receives these suggestions “too liter- 
ally,” they usually take measures to “protect” that 
patient against the danger of forgetting to eat regu- 
larly, etc. The most ardent believers appear to be 
in a continuous state of self-hypnosis. 

One woman who had received this teaching that 
God could create nothing unlike himself, and there- 
fore nothing material, and that hence there could be 
no sickness or imperfection, drew painfully tolerant 
smiles from the “Scientists” at a testimony meeting 
in Philadelphia a couple of years ago, when she testi- 
fied that she had had a sick pig, and she had treated 
the pig “scientifically,” saying to it, “Now you know 
you are made in God’s image and likeness, and you 
can’t be sick!” 


ad oe can any intelligent person believe in it?” 


Satan’s Supreme Purpose 


Another, admitting that she had obtained no relief 
for her severe headaches and that she continued to 
use medicine for temporary alleviation, said that the 
“religious” part of it was “convenient” for her be- 
cause she did not believe in the Deity of Jesus Christ. 

And that is the heart of the whole matter. Satan, 
who devised the scheme, always has in view this one 
supreme purpose. Whether through need of physical 
healing, or through want of encouragement or justifi- 
cation to deny Jesus Christ, Satan here offers the 
chance to disregard all sense and to assert that the 
material body of Jesus (and of everybody else) is a 
deception and not a reality, thus overcoming any need 
for healing or for believing that “the Word was made 
flesh” as we are told by the Bible. And, in the guise 
of an angel of light, Satan misleads by these means 
many who really want to find the truth, but who, 
because they lack faith in God and are unwilling to 
trust him for what they can not wholly understand, 


follow a guide who tells them to dispose forever of 
sin, sickness, and death by a simple denial of their 
reality. And, mark you, that as evil is unreal, so are 
ali its consequences as well as the apparent conse- 
vences of accidents, earthquakes, conflagrations, 
isasters at sea, war, and the like. Read this extract 
from the Christian Science Monitor of February 10, 
1916, under the title “God with Us”: “Evil, not 
being a reality,... its apparent consequences are tarred 
with the same brush; they, too, are deceptions, not 
realities, and the whole process of accident, taken 
from matter into mind, can be wholly wiped out... 
and so the whole miserable occurrence can be rele- 
gated to the realm of nothingness.” 

The reason some people in Christian churches are 
fooled by Christian Science is that it professes to 
teach a higher concept of Christianity. It permits 
the reading of the Bible, the repetition of the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the singing of hymns; but it eliminates 
the name of Jesus from the hymns, refusing to 
worship him; it tampers with and utterly changes 
the words of the Lord’s Prayer; and its reading of 
the Bible is in the nature of a compromise for the 
subsequent substitution of the teachings of “Science 
and Health,” by Mrs. Eddy. Its adherents refuse to 
worship Jesus, and rarely express thanks to God 
alone, but include “God and our revered Leader, Mrs. 
Eddy” in their expressions of gratitude when repeat- 
ing testimonies of healing. But, remembering that 
the whole system is based upon the teaching that 
sickness is unreal and has no need of healing, and 
that thre evidence of the material senses as to sickness 
is unreliable, how can these same senses be relied 
upon for evidence of healing? ' 

Christian Science is simply a sign of the times. 
When the disciples asked Jesus (Matt. 24), “What 
shall be the sign...of the end of the world?” he 
answered, “Take heed that no man deceive you. For 
many shall come in my name...and shall deceive 
many....And many false prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound 
the love of many shall wax cold....For there shall 
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” 

You may be one of those Christians who know of 
people who have been “helped” by Christian Science, 
and you naturally feel interested in the possibility 
of its helping you to better health. (The writer 
knows of people who have been terribly hurt by its 
neglect of physical symptoms.) But be careful. For 
if you should submit your mind to the suggestions of 
its practitioners, you will be the victim of a blind 
faith, if not indeed of hypnotism, and at best you 
will have received but mental treatment. Or if, 
either from general interést or in misplaced grati- 
tude for help supposedly received through mental 
treatment, you should undertake to study for your- 
self the teachings of Mrs. Eddy, you will find it 
necessary to use great effort in accepting them, and 
will be able to give them the dominant place in your 
consciousness only after long practise in self-sug- 
gestion and sense-repression, and then only to a very 
limited degree, unless indeed reason should be en- 
tirely overthrown. 

It is so absurd to credit an “understanding” that 
the material body “seems to be, but is not,” for the 
improvement in health of that body. It seems nec- 
essary, however, that the Ego, when it thus goes 
off into the exclusively “spiritual,” should leave 
“somebody home”—at least a small detachment of 
consciousness which can retain its faculty of recog- 
nizing the material needs of the body. 

It should be a plain statement of fact that, if there 
is no sin, there can be no deliverance from sin; if 
there is no sickness, there can be no restoration to 
health; if there is no death, .there can be no resur- 
rection from the dead. Doubtless the present gener- 





MAY 26, 1917 


ation will see the fulfilment of Mrs. Eddy’s wish for 
the erection of a Christian Science Sanitorium or 
“resort for the so-called sick,” and also the organi- 
zation of a Christian Science Benevolent Depart-~ 
ment for the relief of those who are “seemingly” in 
need of material assistance. While both these in- 
stitutions are of course superfluous from the “scien- 
tific” standpoint, they will be accounted for as con- 
cessions to the ignorance of the times, and practi- 
cally their activity will be to teach applicants that 
they are mistaken in considering themselves in need 
of the help for which they ask and which such in- 
stitutions commonly penn 

What can you expect of a sect which sets aside 
the physical agony of Jesus on the cross; which 
teaches that, when the vinegar and gall were offered 
to allay his pain, they were brought by those who 
“believed that the trial that he was enduring produced 
suffering in nerves and muscles,” whereas “Jesus 
knew otherwise” because “he had learned the unreal 
nature of physical sense”? , 

“He conquered the physical senses [says the 
Monitor of May 12, 1916]; that, in short, is the vic- 
tory of. Jesus the Christ.” 

Remember, always, that while Christian Scientists 
use time-honored religious labels, they impose a 
meaning upon these which they do not convey to 
people generally. For instance, to them: 

God is not a Person, but a principle. “The Lord, 
of course, is only Principle or Mind” (Christian 
Science Monitor, March 25, 1916). 

Prayer is not petition, but an assertion that we, be- 
ing perfect, can have no need. “Prayer to a per- 
sonal God is a hindrance,” says Mrs. Eddy. 

Man is not—well, Mrs. Eddy says, “Mortal eyes 
have never seen man”; so it is safe to say man is 
not what the rest of the world thinks about him. 
Don’t mistake: Christian Science teaches that as 
God is invisible “so man is equally invisible and 
therefore outside the range of physical perception 
altogether.” 

Soul. “Soul is God and needs no saving. What 
is erroneously termed the soul of man is merely 
mortal sense which not only can, but must be lost, 
and the sooner it is lost the better for all concerned.” 


The Christian Scientist’s Salvation 


Salvation is “understanding” this so-called “Sci- 
ence,” which all men will ultimately do—sooner or 
later in the “eternal now.” Begin whenever you like 
—no hurry—you can’t be lost, and your, only punish- 
ment, no matter what you do, will be that you wor'’t 
know you are perfect, sinless, co-existent, and cb- 
holy with God, until you decide that you want to 
know it. ; 

Heaven is not a place, but a mental state of con- 
scious perfection. 

Earth is not a place, but a mental state of false 
belief in the reality of matter. 

Health is a condition of mind. A person without 
Christian Science “understanding,” who is robust and 
vigorous and enjoys the greatest comfort and physi- 
cal activity, is farther from health than the small- 
pox patient under quarantine who nevertheless is 
trying to assert mentally the unreality of sickness. 
Hence it is the former and not the latter who needs 
to be “healed”; and here again we have the evidence 
that it is not the physically sick who are recognized 
as needing help, but those who are mentally free 
from the domination of Christian Science teachings. 
An illustration of “mind over matter” often repeated 
is the story of a man who, as the doctors told him, 
was to have a vein opened in his arm and a quantity 
of blood taken. When he was placed on the table in 
position so that he could not see the arm, a feint 
was made at opening the vein, and water was allowed 
to drip into a basin for so long a time that the 
victim became frightened and exhibited dangerous 
symptoms. He might have died suddenly, just as 
one might who is suddenly confronted by a wild beast 
or a burglar’s revolver. But suppose the subject of 
the experiment had really been losing his blood, as 
he thought he was, does any sane person believe for 
a moment that if he had not. thought so, that would 
have prevented his bleeding to death, and that those 
beside him would have been justified in ignoring the 
evidence of their sight and the dictates of their in 
stinct to staunch the flow? 

Let us see exactly where this is leading us. Heaven 
is one condition of mind; earth is another. Man has 
no birth and no death; is neither young nor old. A 
man who undergoes what is commonly called death 
does not then lose his false belief in sickness and 
death, but rather proves it by submitting to death. 
Therefore, the only change of which man is capable 
through all eternity is a change of mental condi- 
tion or belief, and when he is able to be conscious 
of perfection alone he is in heaven, but when he is 
held down by his inability to ignore his physical 
or material senses and the belief that the material 
creation is real, he is in earth or the state of false 
belief. We can see then that we may live in heaven 
sometimes and sometimes in earth, and it might be 
interesting to have a chart showing the course of 
our individual existence, running up over the divid- 
ing line between the two states whenever we medi- 
tate on Christian Science exclusively, and, anon, 
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dropping below the line when we eat or in any other 
way recognize the evidence of the material senses. 

Christian Scientists quote “Like produces like” as 
ground that God can create only the spiritual, and 
that therefore no material universe exists—despite 
the evidence of the senses to the contrary. Can they 
show that like produces like without asking us to 
depend upon the evidence of the same senses to con- 
firm it? Surely they ought not to ask us to accept the 
evidence of our senses that there is a law in the 
material world governing. the reproduction of species 
and the movement of planets as proof that that ma- 
terial world is unreal and that God is bound by a 
similar law not to create anything but a spiritual 
universe. 

How, may we ask, can man be sinless and forever 
poiet, when he is so imperfect to start with that 

e thinks wrongly on this whole subject when he 
thinks ‘he is thinking rightly? 

Christian Scientists usually answer an article of 
this kind by saying it is a distorted and grotesque 
interpretation of Science. But it is a plain statement 
of some of its teachings, and the fact that they are 
grotesque is not the fault of the one who calls at- 
tention to them. . Will any Christian Scientist deny 


. that Christian Science teaches that the reason whis- 


key makes man drunk is only because he believes it 
will, and that if men everywhere believed that milk 
would have that effect it would do so? Also that 
the reason a lobster grows a new claw in place of 
one amputated is because a lobster has no mind, and 
if man had no mind in which to harbor a contrary 
belief, he too would grow a new arm or leg in place 
of one cut off? And the further pernicious teaching 
that union of sex has nothing to do with bringing 
children into the world (many Scientists will tell you 
that demonstrations are being made in science of 
childbirth where there has been no cohabitation) ? 
There is no provision for marriage in the Christian 
Science Church, but those desiring to marry are in- 
structed to comply with the law of the state and 
undergo a ceremony before a magistrate or a clergy- 
man of another denomination. Thus birth and mar- 
riage on the physical plane are denied, as is death 
also,—and yet the woman who “put all this over,” 
and who said that while his disciples thought he was 
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dead, Jesus was alive and hiding in the tomb, her- 
self lies in Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Boston, where 
her tomb is pointed out as you pass by on the sight- 
seeing cars,—a mute yet eloquent witness to the 
colossal fraud of her teaching that “there is no death.” 

Jesus taught us to pray “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” but Mrs. Eddy says of the account of the 
material creation in Genesis, “It must be a lie,” and 
teaches that God is aware neither of our material 
bodies or their material needs, and that all matter is 
but a false belief. When I am poor and in need of 
material sustenance; when I am sick and suffering 
and helpless; when I shall enter. the valley of the 
shadow of death, then a god which does not know 
my pain and does not hear my cry does not count. 

Any one who is willing to proces auto-sugges- 
tion in this regard, or who will submit to receiving 
these false teachings through seductive literature 
prepared for the purpose, is in danger of succumbing 
to the blasphemous attitude of Christian Science 
toward Jesus Christ. Jts subtlety lies in the fact that 
it claims not to reject the Bible but to interpret tt. 
One who realized this danger, while being treated 
by a personal pupil of Mrs. Eddy, told the writer 
that he seized again the control of his own brain and 
applied himself to prayer for guidance in the reading 
of the Bible from cover to cover, and that this 
cleared up any possible doubt of its divine inspira- 
tion as the Word of God and the only infallible rule 
of faith and of practise. 

Of that part of the Bible which contradicts the 
foundation teachings-of Christian Science, Mrs. Eddy 
says “It must be a lie.” The Bible says Jesus’ dis- 
ciples “thought that he had spoken of [Lazarus] 
taking of rest in sleep.” “Then said Jesus unto them 
plainly, Lazarus is dead.” Mrs. Eddy says “Jesus 
restored Lazarus by the understanding that Lazarus 
had never died.” 

Despite the simple, natural story in the Bible of 
the crucifixion and death-and burial of Jesus, Mrs. 
Eddy says: “His disciples believed Jesus to be dead 
while he was hidden in the tomb, whereas he was 
alive.” These illustrate the many instances of blas- 
phemous distortion to which Mrs. Eddy has re- 
sorted in her emasculation of Holy Writ. 

(Continued on page 308) 








What Can I Do for My Boy when He Goes ? 


The question you may be asking about your own boy, in these war-times, - 
answered by a father and by an evangelist 








As a Father Sees It 


N THE brilliantly lighted lobby of the Shoreham 
| last night one quiet man had a look upon his face 

that was different. Government officials were 
there; visitors from foreign,lands; officers in uni- 
form; elaborately gowned women; but this one face 
told a story that the other faces could not tell. For 
the man himself was over here from the trenches 
for a bit of service, and his eyes were hot on the 
scene around him. 

“I’ want to go back as soon as I can,” he said. 
“I must go back. Why, do you know that five of 
my boys have gone within a few days, and I cannot 
stand it not to be with the others. It isn’t often in 
a lifetime that a man is so wanted as over there, and 
I mustn’t miss a day. The boys who have lived two 
years in the mud are lonely, and this present push is 
terrible. I must get back!” 

That was the Rev. John .Kelman, of Edinburgh, 
whom I heard preach in his great church four years 
ago, and in whose study I sat one evening with a 
group of university students until nearly midnight, 
while the brilliant John Kelman discoursed from his 
favorite low seat by the open fire. And now for him 
it is mud, and wounded and dying boys at the front,— 
lonely boys they are, whose need was tugging so at 
his heart. j 

It’s going to be like ‘that with many, yes, with 
thousands of our American boys before long, unless 
the conflict is in some way halted soon; but we can- 
not count upon that for we are urged to prepare for 
a long struggle. And there are already men of the 
States, who; like John Kelman, will lay down great 
pastorates at home, and minister gladly to the boys 
in camp and field and trench. 

But what can you, father or mother at home, do 
for your boy when he goes,—yes, before he is ready 
to go? You used to pack his picnic box for him 
when he was a little chap, and you'll rightly do many 
a little service for him now, as you did then. But 
this isn’t a picnic at all. It’s different. It isn’t even 
a comfortable study and“an open fire, and the play 
of untroubled conversation, and some light refresh- 
ments before the evening is over. Not at all. It’s 
a lonely, grim job, and a picnic outfit won't do. 

Before the boy goes he needs to have the backing 
that you've been giving him all along gathered up into 
pocket size, where he can stow it away for easy 


’ 

reference, mud or no mud, and varied breeds of 
shells notwithstanding. It’s encouraging when you 
know you really can do this incredible thing, for you 
can, very easily. And this is the way of it. 

boy who until the war orders went out used 
to sit at his wireless o’nights and hear the Western 
world talking to him, tearned how to carry a small 
Testament in his pocket. He came to like the idea. 
Right beside his wireless instruments you might see 
his Bible any time. While he was able to bring into 
his room the talk of ships at sea, the hum of the 
night’s big news, the chat of the weather sharks 
about the next day’s chances for rain or shine, he 
didn’t neglect before he turned in each night the 
chapter in the little book that gave him bigger mes- 
sages than ever came in over his aerial. And so 
much did he come to see what that little pocket- 
book of treasures would do, that he began to give 
away similar copies to other fellows who would 
agree to carry them, and read a chapter a day. You 
see what this means. He offered himself to the 
government for wireless service. He isn’t old enough 
to go as yet; but what if he should? He’d carry the 
best bit of his outfit in his pocket, and the summing 
up of all that his father and mother have ever 
tried to teach him about life. 

Then there’s his brother, a college man. Would 
a college man, in training now for hospital or ambu- 
lance service, really care to have in one of his 
pockets and always carry that little Book? Well, 
this one began to do that very thing some time ago. 
And he’s kept it up. Not only that, but he’s brought 
to his father a lot of cards from fellows in his col- 
lege to whom he has suggested the idea, and they 
signed their names to the little purpose cards, got 
Testaments, and now, studying, drilling, driving 
cars, digging, camping, along goes the little Testa- 
ment. What is that going to mean to the boys when 
they go away on what isn’t a picnic, and where they'll 
have special chances to be lonely,—or worse? 

The father-heart and the mother-heart are sure to 
go with the boy who enlists. And if either father 
or mother can just get the boy into the way of carry- 
ing a pocket Testament and reading a chapter a 
day, don’t you see what it will mean when the boy 
himself gets into the thick of things, in any ca- 
pacity? 

One American mother still young,—she’s only 
eighty _years old,—has been traveling in Scotland 
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and England with her boy who has been giving his 
life for some years now to the winning of souls 
through the pocket Testament idea. Just as the 
closing paragraphs of this little article are getting 
into place, comes a letter from that pocket Testament 
evangelist, George T. B. Davis, in which he writes: 
“Since coming to Scotland [about two years ago] 
more than 60,000 soldiers have been enrolled in the 
Pocket Testament League, and received Testaments ; 
and more than 36,000 have marked ‘A. C.’ in the 
corner of their League enrolment cards, thus signi- 
fying that they accept Christ as their personal 
Sevier” What a record that is! 

Wouldn’t you like to start the plan with that boy 
of yours right now? You've read the stories of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton’s great work among the 
Belgian soldiers, and you'll be helping that along by 
your prayers and your gifts, if you haven’t done so 
already. And now for our boys—for your boy—you 
can do the same kind of work. If you want all the 
details, will you write to the Pocket Testament 
League, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., 
and you'll learn how to go about it,—how to get the 
Testaments, how to use them, how to have a part in 
making your own boy a center of evangelism among 
the fellows with whom he will live in whatever ser- 
vice he undertakes? 


Our Soldier Boys’ First Need 


| oe years ago the great war shook the social 
fabric of life in Europe to its foundations like 
an earthquake. The same change faces our own 
land now. Fathers and mothers who have sons of 
military age are asking everywhere, “What is the 
best preparation for my boy as he leaves our home 
and enters the army or the navy, with all of the new 
temptations that must face him in such a life?” The 
memory of a Christian home and the prayers of a 
father and a mother will go far; but what equipment 
for protection against temptation, and what motive 
et ad for active righteousness can be supplied? The 
ocket Testament League fills this place. 

A member of the Pocket Testament League signs 
the following pledge: “I hereby accept membership 
in the Pocket Testament League, by making it the 
rule of my life to carry a Bible or a Testament with 
me wherever I go, and to read at least a chapter in 
the Bible pa day.” The. pledge is not broken if 
he should miss a day, but it does imply an earnest 
endeavor to establish a fixed habit of the daily read- 
ing of at least one chapter, and the determination 
never to be found without a Bible or a Testament 
on his clothes for his own use, or for showing an- 
other the Way of Life. 

There are more than 2,000,000 members of the 
League all over the world. The London office re- 
ported last Christmas, in addition to civilian members, 
250,000 signed membership cards of soldiers and 
sailors. On several submarines all the officers and 
the entire crew are signed up. One man in twenty- 
two months signed up 60,000 soldiers, and of this 
number 36,000 accepted Christ through the League. 
One policeman, who came to Christ in 1910 through 
reading and carrying his League Testament, came 
into the London office the other day. He told the 
secretary that since joining the army he had won 
fifty of his comrades to Christ through the Pocket 
Testament League, and wanted to purchase more 
Testaments to carry on his work. The last report 
trom London tells of a boy from a church in the 
North of England who had joined the Pocket Testa- 
ment League and was converted while in the trenches 
through reading his League Testament; he was anx- 
ious that his family should share what he had found; 


-he wrote to his minister asking for another Testa- 


ment, sending his own copy home with a letter tell- 
ing of his conversion. And the result was the con- 
version of four of his brothers. 

My experience, along with *the others who have 
been working with soldiers as well as civilians, has 
taught us this lesson: the signature in ink to the 
solemn pledge in the Testament to be carried is the 
thing that brings the results, rather than indiscrimi- 
nate distribution of the Scriptures. 

The League Testament weighs only two and a 
quarter ounces and is strongly made to stand hard 
wear; it contains the Pledge in the front; has three 
pages of Scripture texts clearly arranged showing 
the Way of Salvation; has two hymns, words and 
music; fifteen beautiful colored pictures; and a most 
important feature is a statement of decision at the 
back of the Testament, with a place for the signa- 
ture of those who decide to confess Christ as their 
Saviour. : 

Further information about the League can be ob- 
tained either from the Pocket Testament League, 133 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., or from 
the New York office on the fifth floor of 156 Fifth 
Avenue. 

We want the prayers and help of every one who 
has at heart the salvation of the new soldier boys. 
Many of us have been devoting months of time pre- 
paring for this supreme need, feeling sure that it 
was coming. 

Cuartes M. ALEXANDER. 
Second Timothy 2: 15. 
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Universal War and Missions 


HAT China contemplates plunging into the 

I world war is a recent development that might 

seriously affect mission work. China’s purpose 
in such a decision is not one of national defense, or 
national grievance, but is merely to win a place in 
the conference of powers that will eventually settle 
the terms of peace. Cuba has gone into the war be- 
cause of her loyalty to the United States. Brazil 
entered the conflict because of the ruthless sinking 
of one of her ships of commerce. Argentina is 
eatly stirred up and agitated for a similar reason. 
he war is now universal in the sense of every 
continent being involved. | . 

Turkey has given notice of severance of diplo- 
matic relations with the United States. The utter 
collapse of the government at Constantinople might 
involve an anarchy full of menace to missions, though 
the Missionary Herald states that the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
(Congregationalist) has recently received notices 
from missionaries in Turkey which “indicate some 
relaxing of the tension and oppression, easier adminis- 
tration of relief work, freer communication; show- 
ing a more considerate temper on the part of the 
offccials, and a rising desire to ensure friendly con- 
tacts with Americans and with American interests.” 
Constantinople has broadcasted instructions through- 
out Turkey to the effect that the rupture with 
America is not a war measure, and American citi- 
zens and institutions are to be treated as before. 

Japan bas repudiated with indignation the intima- 
tion that she might desert the Allies and join Mexico 
in an alliance with Germany. Japan declares that her 
Bushido, or moral code, would not permit her to 
consider her treaties with England and other Allies 
“mere scraps of paper,” even if she had any reason 
for so doing. The Sunrise Nation showed its friend- 
ship for the great Republic towards the sunset by 
detailing the cruiser Azuma to transport to this coun- 
try the body of the late American Ambassador, Mr. 
Guthrie. 

“The British Ambassador in Washington,” says the 
April Missionary Review of the World; writing be- 
fore America entered the war on the side of the 
Entente, “has notified the American societies 
that His Majesty’s government must hold every 
missionary body responsible for every member of 
its staff in India, and that, should any such 
member be considered to have acted in a man- 
ner hostile to the government of India as by law 
established, the government of India must be consid- 
ered as justified in ordering the expulsion from India 
of the entire mission involved.” 


Wheelbarrow Loads of Evangelists 


HE first half of the first moon of the Chinese 

New Year is given to feasting, visiting, gambling, 
worshiping at the graves of ancestors and in the 
temples. This is one time in the whole year when 
all the children get their faces washed and their 
hair combed. Everybody puts on new clothes, and 
the women are granted special freedom to leave 
their own doors. 

It was such a time, writes S. Emmet Stephens, 
from Pingtu, Shantung, to The Sunday School 
Times, that the Shantung Evangelistic Band, com- 
posed of himself and ten young Chinese evangelists, 
chose to go en a preaching tour. While he was pray- 
ing in a dry moat under a dirt wall, groups of people 
gomg to the main village passed him. Says he: 

“I supposed there was to be some attraction that day 
of which I had not heard. I asked several groups 
where they were going, and all gave the same an- 
swer: ‘Ku ting dao li’ [Going to hear the Gospel]. 
My heart was greatly moved with compassion upon 
them. 

“When I arrived at the church at Lu Gia Kiu, it 
was some time before I could make my way through 
the close-standing crowds. The house was packed 
to its utmost capacity; and when one would squeeze 
out, another was waiting to squeeze in. - There was 
but one fair thing to do: dismiss and go to a large 
school-yard near by for an open-air meeting. The 
leading men of the village had been invited as spe- 
cial guerts, but they were lost in the crowd. Finally 
the Christian men succeeded in getting a sort of 
slightly-improved, Chinese-theater order, and I 
mounted a table—the pulpit for the hour—and I shall 
never forget the experience: a thousand, five hun- 
dred anxious faces, the indexes of as many weary, 
hungry hearts! They were all looking cagerly at me, 
and many of them talking as they were being pushed 


back and forth ‘byethe throng. It was useless to be- 


gin preaching till they were more quiet. I asked my 
young colleagues to play one or two hymns on their 

nd instruments. hank God for the power of 
music! These people had never heard such music 
before, so when the band had finished, all were 
quiet. Then I preached for a half hour.” 

A bigger crowd, better seated, heard the afternoon 
sermon from the text, “Have faith in God.” Word 
has come recently that the entire community is greatly 
stirred, and that the prospects are that large num- 
bers will become Christians soon. 

The Christians at this place and at Song Gia 


Dzwang sent wheelbarrows for the Evangelistic Band 


and returned them home the same way. 
¢ ne 
Getting Rid of Lukubu 


HE seven-year plan for missionary education of 

Sunday-schools of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church is now in its third year. Its design is to 
instruct the pupils as to the missions of the church 
and to develop prayer and stewardship on their part. 
In the Japan campaign of 1915 as many as 75,000 
“Sunday-school people,” according to the Missionary 
Survey, took part, and in the Brazil campaign last 
year 100,000. This year the Congo Mission is being 
studied. John I. Armstrong, of Nashville, Tennessee, 
Educational Secretary of the church, is in charge of 
the plan. 

One of the phases of the Congo field which the 
Sunday-school children will hear about is the insight 
which the missionaries have secured, through the 
revelations of a native ruling elder who once “be- 
longed,” into “Lukubu.” That is the name of a 
secret society with a cruel initiation. The purpose of 
Lukubu is to exact “biuma,” wealth, from its initiates, 
who are required to pay a fortune to become mem- 
bers, little realizing the torture which awaits them by 
having red pepper rubbed into their flayed backs, by 
being shut up with stinging ants, and the like. It 
means death to reveal the secret of the initiation. 

The mission had 2,672 additions to church member- 
ship last year, 785 more tham the largest number re- 
ceived in any previous year. The native church gives 
the tithe, and is working toward self-support. The 
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On the Missionary Firing Line 


In Missions U. P. Spells “Up.”—In 1903 the missionary 
budget of the. United Presbyterian Church was $249,344. 
Last year it was $435,474, making an advance of $186,130. 
The present program asks for an increase in the annual 
budget of $794,600, which would mean a total annual budget 
of $1,230,000. 

Jéewry’s Contribution to the War.—There are 700,000 Jews 
fi¢’:ting with the various belligerents in the present world 
war, according to Dr. Max Nordau, and 60,000 have been 
killed. Jews have earned more than 2,000 Legion of Honor 
and other medals in France, three Victoria Crosses and 
many other decorations in England, and 8,000 Iron Crosses 
in Germany. 

Chickens Come Home to Roost.—Under the necessity of 
in some way replacing the Armenian artisans who have 
been massacred or deported, Turkey has requested per- 
mission to send ten thousand Turkish boys between the 
ages of twelve and fifteen to Germany as apprentices. The 
Chamber of Commerce of Wurtemberg has offered to take 
and train the whole ten thousand. 

Potential Martyrs in Turkey.—Ninety-one American 
Soard missionaries are now in Turkey: 24 men, 16 wives, 
and 51 single women. In the missionary families are 17 
children, making 108 in all. These missionaries have all 
been given permission to withdraw from their posts, but 
are staying, as they insist that to come away would be to 
desert a duty and to refuse a privilege. 

Moody’s Missionary Progress.—The Moody Bible Insti- 
tute has already sent nearly eight hundred of its students 
to foreign lands as missionaries. But Rev. Dr. Edmund F. 
Cook, late foreign missionary secretary of the Methodist 
Church South, has accepted the directorship of the mis- 
sionary course at the Institute to construct a course that 
will lead more young men and women than ever before to 
devote their lives to missions. 

Meeting a Sunday-School Crisis.—The London Sunday- 
School Union is undertaking to raise $125,000, to be used in 
an aggressive campaign for Sunday-school development, to 
meet the crisis that has overtaken Europe, not only in 
relation to the war, but in the decline in Sunday-school 
attendance reported from all denominations as having set 
in prior to the war. Of this amount, it is planned to use 
$zs,000 for the extension of institute work to help the 
soldier boys on their return from the war; $25,000 to de- 
velop the Continental Sunday-school work of the Union; 
$25,000 for extension of Sunday-school teacher-training in 
India and China; $25,000 for aiding the weak schools of local 
Unions, and $25,000 for the extension of Junior Departmental 
work.—Missionary Review of the World. 


ee 


War Clouds Breaking Over More Mission Fields 


Though every continent is now involved, the Watch ¢ 
Tower sees only intensified missionary effort 





By Howard A. Banks 


industrial school and farm at Luebo have helped to 
solve the problem of undeliverable supplits from the 
homeland due to war conditions. It turned out 400,- 
000 bricks from its kilns. Compensation is seen in the 
fact that since missionaries cannot now sail to the 
field, the native church is having a remarkable evan- 
gelistic development. 
vg 


The Secret of Their Liberality 


A DiseUnsenens to foreign missions during 
the past twenty-eight years of $887,748.33 is the 
record of the Rev. Dr. D. M. Stearns, 
Church of the Atonement (Reformed Episcopal), 
Germantown, Pa. This was contributed bot om 
his Union Bible Classes in six cities and his church, 
and through the mission information in his little peri- 
odical, Kingdom hiyew 3 The one aim of his church 
is to be obedient to ri 

gave to foreign missions last’ year 
average of $85 per capita. During January, 1917, he 
received over $8,000, of which his own congregation 
gave more than $3,500, or an average of $175 for each 
of his two hundred members, “without any effort of 
any kind on my part,” said Dr. Stearns, “beyond sim- 
ply presenting the opportunity.” 

Fewest in numbers and poorest in resources, the 
Moravians give to missions on an average $17 per 
capita a year. John R. Mott says: “If the churches 
in America and Great Britain gave in proportion she 
missionary contribution would be increased fourfold.” 


When Persia Missed the Bible 


sh chief reason why Christianity was wiped out 
completely in Persia by the Zoroastrian persecu- 
tion in the fourth century A. D. was the absence 
of a translation of the Scriptures. 

This is the opinion of the late Dr. Bruce. Writing 
in the Moslem World for January, A. Hope, of 
Ispahan, places the earliest translations of parts of 
the Bible in Persia in the thirteenth century, though 
Editor Samuel M. Zwemer finds the Paxton Encyclo- 
pedia mentioning some earlier Old Testament trans- 
lations. Between 1282 and 1841 there were four 
translations of the Scriptures, Henry Martyn’s trans- 
lation of the New Testament in 1811 being consid- 
ered by Persian Scholars “a masterpiece of perfec- 
tion.” 

Between 1882 and 1895 Dr. Bruce revised the whole 
Bible in the Persian tongue, which missions in that 
country are trying to give to 8,500,000 Moslems. The 
total circulation of Scriptures was 6,648 in 1912 
and 20,000 in 1915. There is opportunity in the loss 
by the Mullahs of their power over the people. 

A hammer to drive the truth of the Word into 
Persia would be continuously increasing mission 
schools, since only ten percent of literates are to be 
found, and these only in a few centers. This fact, 
coupled with better means of communication and 
greater religious liberty, makes the future of Persia 
bright from the missionary standpoint. 
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When a Chinese Governor Dropped In 


HE Provisional Governor, Honorable Chew Ching 

Lan, visited Canton Christian College in January, 
and it was a surprise visit too, but he did not catch 
the faculty napping. Democratic, intensely interested 
in the welfare of- the thirty million Chinese in his 
bailiwick, he was so pleased with the work of Miss 
Liu in the Girls’ School that he bought a large vase 
of a beautiful Pekinese cloisonné as a souvenir of 
the opening of the department for women. 

He enjoyed the Ling Maan papaya, a tree melon 
introduced from Hawaii ir South China by the col- 
lege at the time President Edmunds returned to the 
school last fall after an extensive tour throughout 
China for the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism 
of the Carnegié Institute of Washington. 
the President of China, the Minister of Education 
and the Minister of Finance gave Dr. Edmunds 
strong letters endorsing the work of the college. 
After preaching the needs for an adequate infirmary 
to the Chinese friends of the college at Hong Kong, 
Dr. Edmunds received a pledge of $15,000 (H. K.) 
from Mr. Ma Ying Piu, a modern Christian merchant, 
the head of large department stores in Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, and Canton. Other Chinese friends pledged 
$5,000 (H.K.) necessary for the equipment. <A 
legacy left the college by its late friend and supporter, 
the enesshi> Seth Low, of New York, has proved 
quite a windfall in these times of stress. 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 10. JESUS CRUCIFIED 


John 19 : 16-30. Commit verses 26, 27 


Golden Text : “Christ died for our sins.—1 Corinthians 15 : 3 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
Y THE open grave of a little child, one day 
last month, knelt a young father and mother, 
heart-broken, yet trusting God. The little one 
who had gone was their only child; there was none 
other to take her place; no other could have taken 
her place. The sorrow was crushing; yet there was 
deep, genuine trust in the loving Father who had 
permitted this loss to come to them. , 
They knew, as other sorrowing parents have, a 
little of what it meant to God to give up His only Son. 


“Our Background Material 


Have four different members of the class read 
carefully, at home, before coming to class, the four 
parallel Gospel accounts of the crucifixion,—the 
parallel passages are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 2). In ss let the one of the four who has 
been assigned to John’s Gospel mention all the de- 
tails of that account of the crucifixion. Then let the 
one who has read Matthew’s account mention any 
details not included by John. Then let the other 
two give additional points from their Gospels. 

The Old Testament passages of prophecy that are 
fulfilled in this lesson can be handed out on -_ 
of paper to different members of the class, and 
read aloud as each fulfilment of prophecy is reached 
in the lesson study. These passages are: (v. 24) 
Psalm 22:1-8; (v. 28) Psalm 69:21. ‘See also: (v. 
36) Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34: 20; 
(v. 37) Zechariah 12: 10. 

The following “Seven Words from the Cross” 
may be given out on different slips of paper: Luke 
23:34; Luke 23:43; John 19:36; Matthew 27: 46; 
John 19: 28; John 19: 30; Luke 23: 46. 


The Lesson Itself 
The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
Salekiy locating the references. 
In the brief ten-word sentence in the first verse 
of the lesson (v. 16) there are seven tremendous 
facts. See if the class can discover them: 


“Then.” The time had come for the consum- 
mation of God’s plan, made before the foundation 
of the world, for the redemption of the world. 

“Therefore. The immediate reason was the 
Jews’ rejection of their Messiah and King (v. 15). 

“He.” That is, Pilate, the representative of the 
Gentile world system, which has been called “so- 
ciety organizing itself against God,” and which is 
under Satan’s control (John 14: 30; 1 John 5:19). 

“Delivered.” The same Greek word that #& 
translated “betrayed,” of Judas, in John 18:2. It 
means literally “to give over,” “to give into the 
hands [of another].” The Gentile world system 
gave Christ over to his enemies the Jews, with 
authority to put him to death. 

“Him.” That is, God. Jesus is God: Jehovah- 
God, God in covenant relations with his people, 
God the Redeemer and Saviour. That is the “Him” 
who was now voluntarily at the merciless mercy 
of his enemies. 

“Unto them.” The Jews, God’s uniquely chosen 
and marvelously blessed people, entrusted with the 
oracles of God (Rom. 3:2), blessed as no earthly 
people in the history of the world had ever been 
blessed, miraculously brought out of the bondage of 
Egypt, enriched with miracles of guidance and 
deliverance and blessings through the centuries. 
To them their Messiah-Saviour King was now de- 
livered up—to be put to death! 

“To be crucified.” That is; to experience the 
most humiliating and degrading death possible in 
the Roman empire of that day. The form of this 
death itself was a disgrace. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
CII, 3) speaks of the terrible torture of death by 
crucifixion, and for whom it was reserved. For 
still further meanings of Christ’s crucifixion ex- 
pestence, read the study of Christ’s death in the 
eading editorial in this issue. 


Ask the class how many times the word “There- 
fore” occurs in this brief lesson passage of fifteen 
verses. Nine times we find it (vs. 16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 
24, 25, 26, and 30). The Holy Spirit never uses any 
word in the Bible without a reason. Have the class 
ascertain the reason to which each “therefore” refers. 
As Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) points out, the “there- 
fores” include man’s sin and God’s purpose. 

The “two others” on either side of our crucified 
Lord, both dying with him, stand for all the rest of 


[The portion of the text indicated by the Internatipnal 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 19: 16-22, 25-30] 


16 Then therefore he delivered him unto them to be cruci- 
fied. 

17 They took Jesus therefore: and he went out, bearing 
the cross for himself, unto the place called The place of a 
skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha: “18 where they 
crucified him, and with him two others, on either side one, 
and Jesus in the midst. 19 And Pilate wrote a title also, 
and put it on the cross, And there was written, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews. 20 This title therefore 
read many of the Jews, *for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was nigh to the city; and it was written in 
Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. 21 The chief priests of 
the Jews therefore said to Pilate, Write not, The King of 
the Jews; but, that, he said, I am King of the Jews. 
22 Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.... 

25 These things therefore the soldiers did. But there 
were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magda- 
lene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the 
disciple standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his 
mother, Woman, behold, thy son! 27 Then saith he to the 
disciple, Behold, thy smother! And from that hour the 
disciple took her unto his own home. 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now fin- 
ished, *that the scripture might be accomplished, saith, I 
thirst. 29 There was set there a vessel full of vinegar: so 
they put a sponge full of the vinegar upon hyssop, and 
brought it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus therefore had re- 
ceived the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed 
his head, and gave up his spirit. 


1Or, for the place of the city where Jesus was cruci- 
fied was nigh at hand *?Ps. Ixix. 21. 
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mankind in all the ages, but in two great groups 
eternally separated by Jesus (Matt. 24: 40; 10:35). 
They are the saved and the unsaved, the Christ-re- 
ceiving and the Christ-rejecting, the believing and 
the unbelieving of all the world. The one group, 
believing on Jesus (Luke 23:42, 43), are crucified 
and die with Christ unto eternal life (Gal. 2:20). 
The other group, not believing on Christ (Luke 23: 
39), die eternally. 

Pilate, like Caiaphas, unconscious of what he was 
doing declared God’s supernaturally directed truth, 
4s he wrote the inscription for the cross (v. 19). 
Why this inscription was in three languages is ex- 
plained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5). Caiaphas, 
says the Companion Bible, as representative of the 
Jews, had proclaimed the Lord as Saviour for the 
world (John 11:50; 18:14), “Pilate fastens upon 
the Jews the hated name of the Nazarene as their 
king.” Pilate could not change what he had written 
because God would not change what He had written. 
It was a prophecy of Philippians 2: 9-11. 

The thoughtless yet actual enemies of Jesus, the 
Roman soldiers, after crucifying hin made his 
clothes their own and went about wearing them. 
What a striking type this historical fact is of just 
what is happening throughout the civilized and so- 
called “Christian” world to-day! The unbelieving, 
unconsciously Christ-rejecting world likes to profit by 
the external accompaniments of Christianity, and 
does profit by them. “Christian civilization” is filled 
with these external accompaniments in all sorts of 
humanitarian ways and incidental benefits, even while 
crucifying Christ. The garments of Jesus were no 
organic part of his being. Nor are the accompani- 
ments of Christianity ‘that have been appropriated 
by the Christ-crucifying civilizations. It is a striking 
fact that some non-Christian nations, such as Japan 
and China, would like to have the external benefits 
of Christianity as a system without accepting Christ 
as Saviour. They want his clothes, but not Himself. 

For the mother-heart of Mary, broken in her 
agonizing sorrow, the dying Jesus had tenderest, 
loving remembrance in the hour of his torturing 
death. A practical application to girl-life of to-day 
is made by Miss Frederick, in her two paragraphs 
under the suhead “Behold Thy Mother.” It has 
been pointed out that, as Mary’s husband Joseph was 
apparently not now living, while Mary’s first-born 
son _was dying, and Jesus’ brothers did not believe 
in Him (John 7: 3-5), therefore it was in every way 
fitting that the beloved apostle John should be 
Mary’s adopted son. 

The earlier drink that had been offered to Jesus 
(Matt. 27:34) had been refused by him; this is ex- 
plained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). But now 
Jesus was ready to quench his thirst with another 
kind of drink (vs. 28-30). The agony of thirst in 
physical suffering is brought out by Mr. Ridgway 
(1), who also recalls the blessed promise of this 
same — to all who thirst, and the agony of the 
eternal death-thirst of the eternally lost. 














The Truth that Is Golden 


God finishes whatever he begins. “Jesus ..., hav- 
ing loved his own that were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end” (John 13:1). No matter what 
the awful cost to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, when they, one God in three persons, 
set out to pay the penalty of man’s sin and thereby 
to redeem lost mankind, they kept on until Jesus said 
“It is finished.” Of this em of the Christ who 
was about to die, Dr. Scofield says: “It is the 
Victor’s cry.” Note carefully John 4:34; 17:4; 
Rom. 10: 4; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 10: 5-10. 

It is because of the finished work of Christ that 
“Grace says Done’; and that “If therefore the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 
8:36). Because what God begins God finishes, we 
can rejoice that we who believe on Jesus are, “con- 
fident of this very thing, that he who began a good 
work ‘in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 1:6). ' 


Teaching Points 


It has been suggested that Golgotha “the place of 
a skull” stands for the fact that it is there that the 
mind of man, the unregenerate intellect, is crucified, 
in order that this futile and hopeless wisdom of man 
may be put out of the way and replaced by the wis- 
dom of God (1 Cor. 1: 23-25, 27, 30). 

Because Jesus “went out,” outside the city walls, 
according to the Mosaic law as shown by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (II, 4), so we are to “go forth unto 
him without the camp, bearing his reproach.” 

“Josephus. says one of the high priests’ garments 
was without seam.” And Jesus was the only true 
and eternal high priest (Heb. 4: 14-16). 

When Jesus “gave up his spirit” (v. 30) he (lit- 
erally) “dismissed his spirit.” “The Greek implies 
an act of the will. This expression, taken with 
Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23: 46, differen- 
tiates the death of Christ from all other physical 
deaths (John 10: 18).” 

A Bible teacher has pointed out the striking fact 
that, as the blood of the red heifer without spot or 
blemish, slain without the camp, was to be sprinkled 
seven times (Num. 19: 1-10), so the blood of Jesus 
was, on the day of his crucifixion, shed seven times: 
when he was scourged (John 19:1) ; when the crown 
of thorns was pressed on his brow .(19:2); when 
each hand and foot was pierced (19:16) ; and when 
the spear was thrust into his side (19: 34). 

Some of the results of Christ’s death: Hebrews 
2:14, 15; Titus 2:14; Romans 3:25; 5:10; 1 Peter 
3:18; Romans 6:6; Galatians 1:4; 2 Corinthians 
5:15; Romans 14:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:10; John 
11:51, 52; Ephesians 5: 25-27. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Jesus of Nazareth offering himself as King 
of the Jews in a spiritual or earthly sense? 

Did anything else than the body of Jesus die that 
day on the cross? j 

What do you think was Pilate’s own reason for 
not changing the inscription on the cross? 

Could mankind have been redeemed without the 
death of Jesus? 


Did the two thieves have an equal opportunity for 
salvation? 


What is meant by “the offense of the cross”? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 


suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Risen Lord (John 20: 1-18). 


It is startlingly impressive testimony to the fact of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which has been well 
called the best attested fact in history, that not a 
single one of his followers and believers apparently 
expected it or was looking for it. They were 
amazed when they learned that it had taken place. 
Let us not forget that the resurrection means a re- 
stored Christ not as a spirit, but in his actual body; 
and that therefore all Christian believers are thus to 
be restored to Christ and to each other. 


Why were not the women and the other disciples 
looking for the resurrection of Jesus? 


What did the two disciples see in the tomb that 
convinced them? 


Why did not Mary at first recognize Jesus? 


Why is the resurrection of the body absolutely 
essential if our Christian faith is not to be in vain? 
(a Cor. 15: 13, 14.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








|. What Are the Facts? 


Connection.—After the ecclesiastical trial (two- 
fold) came the trial before Pilate, which is marked 
in John by seven aspects, the circumstances “shift- 
ing alternately from the outside to the inside of the 
palace” (Whitelaw). Note also the solemn repeti- 
tion of “therefore” all through the scenes. The re- 
sult of Pilate’s weakness in yielding was the deliv- 
ering of Christ to be crucified. John’s account is in 
some respects supplementary to, and in others_inde- 
pendent of, the other Gospels, and seems to proceed 
along two lines, illustrating at once man’s sin and 
God’s purpose. The picture of Christ is also strik- 
ingly majestic, and his life is seen to culminate in 
the sacrifice. (1) 


Persons.—Pilate was the Procurator, or Roman 
Governor, of Judea from A. D. 26-36. His conduct 
was arbitrary and cruel, and it has been said that 
“it would not be easy to find another man so well 
fitted to drive the Jewish nation to desperation.” 
He was accused and deposed at the end of his ten 
years’ office. The soldiers round the Cross were 
part of the Roman garrison i559), The chief 
priests were, as before, the leaders of the opposition 
to Christ, and the Jews represent the people in gen- 
eral. The women by the Cross (v. 25) were dis- 
ciples, and marginal references show where else they 
are mentioned. 


Place.—Jerusalem, the capital, crowded with peo- 
ple at the time of the Passover. The exact place of 
the crucifixion is quite unknown. Tradition asso- 
ciates it with the present Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre, though as that is now within the walls, its site 
must have been outside the city in Christ’s time. 
Another suggested site is a place on the north, just 
outside the eonssenn gate, which is in the shape of 
a skull, and has a very early tomb near it. It is 
called “Gordon’s Calvary,” because he first suggested 
it, but there is no proof of this. Perhaps it is best 
that we do not know the exact locality. 


Time.—It has been computed that the day of the 
crucifixion was Friday, April 7, A. D. 30. The ques- 
tion of the day and also of the hour are matters of 
controversy, which may be considered in Robertson’s 
edition of “A Harmony of the Gospels,” by Broadus, 
Ppp. 253-260 (George H. Doran Co., New York, $1.25). 

Parallels.—Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15: 21-41; 
Luke 23: 26-49. (2) 

Books.—Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents), sec- 
tions 147-158; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School 
Times, $1), sections 162-173; Vollmer, “Students’ 
Life of Christ” (Revell, $1.25 net), pp. 250-267; 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Etistorical Geography 
of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times, 75 
cents), chapters 5 and 6. Among the many books 
dealing with the crucifixion, two by Dr. W. M. Clow 
should be specially noted, one dealing with the events 
and their spiritual lessons, and the other with the 
meaning of our Lord’s death: “The Day of the 
Cross” ($1.35) and “The Cross in Christian Experi- 
ence” ($1.50), both published by Doran, New York. 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 
Verse 16.—Crucified. A punishment called by 


‘a Latin writer “the most cruel and most terrible.” 


Never inflicted on Roman citizens, but its fearful 
sufferings were reserved for slaves, robbers, and 
rebels. It seems to have been introduced into Pales- 
tine by Romans. The shape of the Cross was pretty 
certainly the usual one, and not, as sometimes said, 
in the shape of the letter “T.” The height was not 
great, and the feet of the one crucified were seldom 
more than two feet from the ground. (3) 

Verse 17.—Went out, outside the city walls, ac- 
cording to the Mosaic law (Lev. 24:14; Acts 7:58; 
Heb. 13:12, 13). Bearing. The Roman custom was 
that condemned Pac vos ten, should carry their own 
cross, but as pa was unable to carry it far it was 
borne part of the way by Simon of Cyrene (Luke 
23:26). Skull, referring to the round shape of the 
hill. Golgotha is the Hebrew, Calvaria the Latin, 
and Calvary the English, for “skull-place.” (4) 

Verse 18—Midst. Perhaps because Jesus was re- 
garded as the chief criminal. Yet’ it was uncon- 
sciously a striking testimony to the centrality of 
Christ. -Note several other pasSages where he is 
said to be “in the midst” (Matt. 18: 20). 

Verse 19.—Title. It was usual to state the name 
of the crime, but as Pilate knew of none, he may have 
put this inscription so as to annoy and insult the 
priests. John gives the full title, and the three lan- 
guages represent the national, official, and ordinary 
tongues, “the language of religion, of the State, and 
of culture.” Although merely intended to be read 
by all who passed by, it was another striking testi- 
mony to the universality of Christ. (5) 
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Verse 22.—Written. Pilate’s obstinacy after his 
wéakness, and at the same time a striking illustra- 
tion of the overruling providence of God proclaim- 
we See then the Messianic dignity of Christ. 

erse 23.—Four parts. Four soldiers usually did 
this work, and the garments were regarded as per- 


quisites. It is said that to this day peasants of Gali- . 


lee wear a coat of one piece. John saw in this in- 
cident the fulfilment of Psalm 22: 18. 

Verse 26.—Disciple, John. Woman. While not 
calling her “mother,” there was no lack of true con- 
sideration or respect. Earthly relationships were at 
an end; now John is to be regarded as her son. 

Verse 27.—His own home. Doubtless because the 
members of her own family, either children or step- 
children, were not yet believers in Christ (7: 3-5). 

Verse 28.—Scripture.. Psalm 69:21 is fulfilled. 

Verse 29.—-Vinegar. The sour wine usually drunk 
by Roman soldiers. To be carefully distinguished 
from the offer of deadening drink which he refused 
some time earlier (Matt. 27:34). A sponge would 
be placed on the end of a branch of hyssop. (6) 

Verse 30.—Finished. Everything that had to take 
place before his death, as foretold by Scripture, was 
accomplished. The meaning can hardly be, ‘as is 
often interpreted, the atonement and all things con- 
nected with redemption, because at that moment 
Christ had not actually died. 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Cross is Central. We see this by a simple 
comparison of the passages in our Bible dealing with 
the events of the last week of Christ’s earthly life, 
as contrasted with the lack of detail for the re- 
mainder of the three years. John gives nearly one- 
half of his Gospel to these few days. This alone 
shows the centrality of the crucifixion, but we may 
also look at it along these four lines: (1) Predicted 
in the Old Testament; (2) Foreseen by Christ ; (3) 
Emphasized by Christ; (4) Proclaimed by the 
Apostles. ; 

2. The Need is Absolute. Why should the death of 
Jesus Christ be made so prominent? The answer is 
‘to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:18). And we may 
think of the various aspects of sin, as they are dealt 
with by the Cross: (1) Sin as guilt; (2) Sin as 
bondage; (3) Sin as defilement; (4) Sin as enmity. 

3. The Value is Vital. In every way the Cross is 
of supreme importance: (1) inst Rationalism, 
which tends to emphasize the life and forget the 
death, though Christ came into the world to die; 
(2) against Formalism, which tends to accept in- 
tellectually the fact without spiritually and person- 
ally trusting the One who died; (3) against Roman- 
ism, which, with all its emphasis on Calvary, tends 
to think only of the act and fact of the death of 
Christ rather than of the Christ who died and now 
lives forever (Rev. 1:18); (4) against Skepticism, 
which tends to deny the power of the Cross for hu- 
man needs. 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 


1. Under the Cross (v. 17; 2 Cor. 5: 14-21). 
(1) The Weary Pilgrim. 
(2) The Varied Attendants. 
(3) The Sorrowful Way. 


2. On the Cross (v. 18; Rom. 5: 1-11). 
(1) Prepared. 
(2) Upraised. 
(3) Placed. 


3. Over the Cross (vs. 19-22; Heb. 9: 19-28). 
(1) Position. ; 
(2) Language. 
(3) Providence. 


4. At the Cross (vs. 23, 24; Luke 23: 32-43). 
(1) Inhumanity. 
(2) Insensibility. 
(3) Instrumentality. 


5. Near the Cross (v. 25; Heb. 12: 1-11). 
(1) The Names. 
(2) The Position. 
(3) The Privilege. 


6. From the Cross (vs. 26-30; Psalm 22: 1-8). 
(1) The Church’s Head. 
(2) The Human Sufferer. 
(3) The Father’s Servant. 


7. After the Cross (vs. 31-37; Isa. 53: 1-12). 
(This is added for completeness.) 
(1) The Sights Beheld. 
(2) The Reflections Made. 
(3) The Action Performed. 


Wrycttrre CoLiece, Toronto. 
we 


When a keen-eyed Arabic scholar has journeyed 
over the Desert of the Exodus until he knows it, you 
welcome a book by him,—such as Dr. Hoskins’ “From 
the Nile to Nebo,” with its eighty-five illustrations. 
Will you ask your bookseller? Or send $3.00 to The 
Sunday School Times Company? < 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Handles.—They crucified him, and with him 
two others (v. 18). “Two Orners.” Keep your eye 
upon the “two others” for a little while. “Oh, Pll 
take my chances with the dying thief,” flippantly 
sneered the smart young fellow at the tabernacle. 
“Which one?” quietly asked the worker: who was 
trying to get him right with God—and thereby right 
with his prospects. Men forget there were two 
thieves, and only one was that day in Paradise. The 
other not. And both had exactly the same chance, 
just as you fellows have. This “dying-thief” choos- 
ing is going on all around us every day. Why was 
one thief moved to gentleness and to pity and to 
salvation and the other thief was not? (Psa. 65:4; 
Acts 13:48). Jake Bowler was “as tough as they 
made ’em,” but Jake had one redeeming trait. He 
always was good to his plain old mother. Before he 
died Jake, like the one thief, looked upon Jesus and 
cried for mercy and was saved. He is to-day in 
Paradise with the mother he loved. 


The Real King.—Pilate wrote a title ... Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews (v. 19). Many a 
true word is spoken in a jest. Whether or not men 
acknowledge his empire, or bow the knee, or take 
off the hat to Jesus Christ, he is King just the same, 
and his royal name is stamped upon the world in let- 
ters only to be wiped out by the fire (2 Pet. 3:12). 
I am on the Southern Railroad and have just come 
from Winston-Salem, N. C. After business in that 
city I strolled down to see the Moravian headquar- 
ters. While there the pastor, Mr. J. K. Pfohl, dis- 
covered me and showed me the cosiest and most 
beautiful of churches, and the best laid out Sunday- 
school plant I have ever seen. These Moravians 
came here in 1750 to enthrone Jesus King among the 
red men of the woods and the settlers from the sea. 
And here he sits King unto this day. Winston-Salem 
is dry as is all this happy country. They were pok- 
ing fun at me because they say the nearest place to 
get a drink is a little town in Virginia named Ridg- 
way. But never mind, for by the time this is printed 
Ridgway the village will be as dry as Ridgway the 
Corner. Our King is working in the hearts of his 
people all over the land. The “dry” winds are the 
“sweet South winds” which if not blowing “upon a 
bed of violets” are blowing upon a bed of patriots. 
And the patriots are rising and saying King Alchy 
is a usurper and must go. 


Mother First.—When Jesus therefore saw his 
mother (v. 26). The agony of the impaled Christ 
must have been something awful. Yet Jesus in that 
terrible hour did not forget that other one who was 
suffering with him as only a mother can suffer. If 
every fellow would remember that he has just such 
a mother many a broken heart would escape and 
many a gray head would be held high in motherdom. 
Lots of men. forget the mother (Prov. 30:11). This 
incident at the cross is a commentary upon the fifth 
commandment. For some reason or other I can 
not get very enthusiastic over the bridegroom who 
with but a modest income and a dependent mother 
goes off and marries “the sweetest little girl in all 
the world,” and thereby lets the sweetest big girl in 
all the world shift for herself and get along just the 
best she can. And do you know, I have never heard 
tell of a fellow who did this making any great success 
in life (Eph. 6:2, 3). Mr. Andrew Carnegie did 
not marry until late in life. When little Andy, the 
boy, ran the little engine in the printing house cellar 
for the little wages, his little Scotch mother sold 
candy to the kids by the stick to help keep the wolf 
from the door. Andrew Carnegie, be it everlastingly 
to a credit, stood by that little mother until God 
too er. 


The Agony of Agonies.—Jesus ... saith ...J] 
thirst (v. 28). God remained man to the last human 
agony. Those men who have been through it say the 
awful thirst that comes to the wounded body is the 
highest refinement of human agony and suffering. 
From such Sir Philip Sydney has been enshrined in 
the world’s history. In an hour of suffering he 
sent the coveted water to another dying soldier 
from the ranks. (By the way, read Motley’s 
“Dutch Republic.” He wrote his charming his- 
tory of the fight for human liberty simply for 
love. The poor current fiction that tells nothing and 

ets nowhere is written for money,—and you gain 
ittle for your reading but the bad taste.) It-is be- 
cause our Saviour experienced in his own human 
nature everything hard to bear and everything sin 
had to put upon man, that he is able to sympathize 
with us and help us. When that inevitable hour 
comes that we have to go through the valley of the 
shadow of pain he is there with us. The same blessed 
lips that gave the agonizing cry, “I thirst” also 
cried, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me.” 
He was intent upon saving the race from that from 
which he could not save himself. Always remeni- 
ber this great fact: It was Jesus himself who drew 
the veil and gave us our only glimpse into that 
world beyond the gulf. Here the cry is an ever- 
lasting cry for water, yea, even a single drop on a 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 10 (John 19 : 16-30) 


finger-tip. Accept this Calvary sacri- 
fice and that cry of agony shall never 
be yours (Luke 16:24). (1) 

ATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


i cag ng. BR 
are s 

stand a better chance me acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


The Cost of Salvation.—Chrisi died 
for our sins (Golden Text). In Ari- 
zona an Indian boy was .plowing corn. 
His little sister was playing back of a 
mud hut among the stones. On this 

reat desert there are many rattlesnakes. 

he little girl turned over a stone, and 
there was a great rattlesnake. It cdiled 
and struck her deep in the flesh of the 
leg. She screamed aloud; her brother 
heard in the field and rushed to her aid. 
Seeing at once what had happened, he 
killed the snake with the heel of his boot, 
then took his sister in his arms, and, 
holding his two hands tightly about the 
wound, placed his lips to it, sucked out 
the deadly poison, and spit it out on the 

round. He had saved her life, but he 
Tost his own, for he had a sore in his 
mouth which the poison entered. The 
Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, when we 
all had been bitten by the old serpent, 
heard the cry of need. He came down 
to us from heaven, dealt a blow to the 
“old serpent the Devil,” and took the 
sin poison for us. And it was our sin 
that caused his death—From “Wonder- 
ful Word.” Sent by M. E. Davis, Wat- 
tersonville, Pa. (1) 


Could You?—Christ died for our sins 
(Golden Text). A certain student dur- 
ing his student days lost his fajth and 
became an infidel. He lived a life no- 
torious for its wickedness. Once in a 
spirit of levity he went to his old pastor 
and asked him about God in relation to 
a wicked life. He mentioned the sins 
that he had committed, and said after 
each one, “But I don’t care about that.” 
His pastor knew that it was said in a 
spirit of levity, and he replied, “Prom- 
ise me to do one thing.” The man. | 
promised. “Every night for one week 
bow down and say, ‘Oh, Jésus Christ, 
thou hast died for my sin, but I don’t 
care about that.’” That night the man 
tried to say it, but he could not say the 
last part of the sentence. On the fourth 
night he went to his pastor with a white 
face and said, “I couldn’t say it.”— 
From a sermon by Rev. M. MacArthur. 
Sent by Wm. R. Quinn, Toronto, 
Can. 

What Has Christ Said?—Christ died 
for our sins (Golden Text). A man 
once said to a servant of the Lord, “I 
am such a helpless, miserable sinner, 
there is no hope for me. I have prayed, 
and resolved, and tried, and vowed un- 
til I am sick of my unavailing efforts.” 
“Do you believe that Christ died for 
our sins, and rose again?” was the re- 
ply. “Of course I do.” “If he were 
here on the earth in bodily and visible 
form, what would you do?” “I would 
go to him at once.” “What would you 
say to him?” “I would tell him that I 
am a lost sinner.” “What would you 
ask him?” “I would ask him to forgive 
and save me.” “What would he an- 
swer?” The man was silent. “What 
would he answer?” The man was si- 
lent. “What would he answer?” At 
last the light came into his eyes, and a 
smile of peace stole over his face as he 
whispered, “He would answer, ‘I will.’” 
And the man went away believing, re- 
joicing with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory; and since that time has been 
working faithfully for the Christ who 
saved him for nothing—From The 
Truth. Sent by Mrs. Evan Morgan, 
Dallas, Texas. 


The Judge’s Decision.—Christ died 
for our sins (Golden Text). In a Scot- 





tish village, alleges The Sunday-School 
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Chronicle, lived a doctor noted for his 
skill and piety. After his death, when 
his books were examined, several ac- 
counts had written across them in red 
ink: “Forgiven—too poor to pay.” His 
wife, who was of a different disposition, 
said: “These accounts must be paid.” 
She therefore sued for the money. The 
judge said; Is this your husband’s 
handwriting in red?” She replied that 
it was. “Then,” said the judge, “there 
is not a tribunal in the land that can ob- 
tain the money where he has written 
‘Forgiven.’”” So when Christ says 
“Thy sins are forgiven,” we are re- 
leased from our spiritual debts.—Sent 
by James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, 
P. E. I. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. 


His Second Thought.—His mother 
(v. 26). After saying his prayers at 
night the seven-year-old son of parents 
in Larchmont announced that he was so- 
tired of the kind of life he was com- 
pelled to lead that he believed there was 
nothing for it but for him to run away. 
The father considered the matter 
thoughtfully and then said: “George, 
if that is the way you feel there is 
money in my purse here; you may take 
it all.” The boy packed his grip, got to 
the front door, came back on the ground 
of having forgotten his toothbrush, and 
went down stairs again. The parents 
were much disturbed to know what he 
would do. He opened the front door, 
went out on the veranda, and all was 
silence. The father and mother looked 
at each other, but thought the course 
they had adopted the best, and did not 
make a move. After fifteen minutes of 
intense anxiety, the door opened, and 
a boy’s voice called.out: “Say, dad, if 
I’m going away alone I’d better take 
mother along, don’t you think?”—From 
the New York Times. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Insult of Unbelief.—J¢t is finished 
(v. 30). A faithful Christian neighbor 
was telling over again to a friend the 
truth of Christ’s completed work, and 
the friend always feplied, “Yes, but I’ve 
got to do my part.” The latter had just 
delivered a gate that he had made to 
the order of the former. The Chris- 
tian said: “Well, John, I will fix up 
the gate and make it all right. It needs 
some additional work that I shall have 
to do. Leave it. I’ll work on it.” But 
the gate-builder remonstrated. “I never 
heard the like! You never treated my 
work like that before. I finished the 
gate. I defy any man to prove that it’s 
not finished.” And then the believing 
neighbor ‘took up the word and said: 
“Well, John, I was only trying to point 
out to you about the ‘finished work of 
Christ.’ You must now see how he feels 
because you do not believe him that his 
work for you is ‘Done and forever 
done.’ You can’t add to it. It dishon- 
ors him even to think of that.” “Oh, I 
see it!” cried the other. “The Lord 
forgive. me. [I'll not disbelieve any 
more. I do not dare add a bit to what 
he has done. I am now happy.”—From 
a Gospel tract. Sent by Fred. R. Swart- 
wout, Royal Oak, Mich. 


w 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


oo place , | a skull . . . Golgotha 
€¥.. 37}. ear the Damascus or 
northern gate of Jerusalem is a long 
whale-backed eminence used as a Mos- 
lem cemetery. It is not high enough to 
be described as “Calvary’s mournful 
mountain.” On its north and west sides 
it is a grassy slope, and on the south and 
east it ends in a precipice of rock. That 
on the east side is called in Arabic 
il-haidimieh, “the place of destruction 
or casting down,” and tradition says 
that criminals used to be: thrown head- 
long from the ridge. At one part of 
the south precipice there are two large 
openings side by side, and with a favor- 
able condition of light and shade, and a 
conciliatory imagination these may be 
claimed to resemble a skull. It savors 
however of the commentator’s inge- 
nuity, and Orientals do not usually give 





names from such resemblances, prefer- 
ring a tree, tomb, fountain, vineyard, or 
house, which can easily be identified. and 
offer guidance to the traveler. 


And also the coat (v. 23)... The Greek 
word means the long garment fash- 
ioned with sleeves, and folded over in 
front and fastened with a sash or belt, 
like a dressing-gown, It is the outer 
robe in the house, in shops, and offices, 
and in the streets of a village or town, 
but as it is made of different pieces to 
fit the body, it could not be spoken of 
as being “without seam.” This could 
only apply to the loose square cloak for 
out-door wear only, which is usually 
made of two pieces, with a seam visible 
across the back, but is sometimes, by 
means of a wider loom, made entirely 
of one piece. About a foot of the cloth 
is folded back at each side, and the 
doubled part is sewed along the top to 
catch the shoulder, while a slit is made 
downwards from the corner to let the 
hand pass through. 

The explanation seems to be that, as 
at the prccens day, the square outer- 
« ak of a religious teacher is made of 
finer and lighter material than that of 
the peasant, shepherd or fisherman, and 
was worn in-doors, thus serving as an 
undercoat. The word vesture (v. 24), 
to which it corresponds, means gener- 
ally the outer cloak. 


& sponge full of the vinegar upon 
hyssop (v. 29). he hyssop is de- 
scribed as springing from the wall. The 
reference is not to the walls of houses, 
but to the low terrace walls of un- 
dressed stone erected on the sloping 
ground of a grain-field or vineyard and 
dividing it into a series of levels. The 
straight fine stalks are about a foot long 
and have a stiff spring, and are set at 
intervals with whorls. <A tightly tied 
bunch of these makes a sprinkler, as 
the whorls keep the water from run- 
ning off too quickly. If such a bunch 
were — opened at the top, the 
spring of the stalks would hold the 
sponge in position. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Broken for you.” 
“ When I survey the wondrous cross.” 
“In the cross of Christ I glory.” 
“Jesus, keep me near the cross.” 
“ Must Jésus bear the cross alone?” 
“How you will love Him.” 
*O love that wilt not let me go.” 
“Praise Him, praise Him.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm, Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 22: 1-21 (40: 1-3, 6). 
Psalm 98 : 1-9 (196: 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 1-22 (211 : 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 1-11 (51 : 1-4). 
Psalm 130 : 1-8 (281 : 1-5). 


ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how may we lift up our hearts to thee to- 
day in adoration? Our words cannot tell 
thee of our love. Our deeds are not always 
deeds of loyalty to thee. Yet we love thee, 
dear Lord. And we see thy pierced hands 
outstretched to us to-day in loving invita- 
tion. O crucified and risen and ever-living 
Jesus, may we answer Calvary by giving 
thee ourselves, and little as that answer 
gives to thee, wilt thou accept in mercy our 
offering. May we have a new vision of the 
cross to-day, as we open our hearts to thee. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you noticed 
how the “therefores” of life are always 
leading us on? The next thing we do 
is because of something just before. 
Therefore we take the next step. 
“Therefore,” the Word tells us, Pilate 
delivered Jesus to be crucified. Have 
you thought what led up to that de- 
cision in Pilate’s heart? Then the Jews 
took Jesus,—again “therefore,”—and he 
went out to Golgotha. Pilate’s rejec- 
tion of Jesus opened the way to the 
next step. What a fearfully important 
“therefore” was the gate between! 

Can it be that boys and girls, men 
and women, for reasons that they can 
actually give, are even now rejecting 
Jesus? And yet they know about his 
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love, his cross looming against the 
darkened heavens, his rising as victor 
over death,—all this they ow, and 
yet,—they still have some black “there- 
fores” of self-will that say “no” to 
Jesus. 

In a city mission, high up on the wall 
of the room, over the exit door, is a 
sign that no one can miss as he goes 
out. It simply says, 





HAVE YOU 
REJECTED CHRIST 
AGAIN? 











That sign must have set many a poor 
sinner thinking pretty hard as he passed 
out into the night. And now, right here 
in our pleasant room, does it not make 
some of us wonder how we can pos- 
sibly go out of this place without ac- 
cepting Christ as our blessed Lord and 
Saviour? Will you tell your teacher to- 
day that you have done so? The cross 
beckons you, the dear Lord awaits so 
patiently your word of decision! Let 
us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


", Ee for Children’s Day—- 
Jesus loves all the children. 

As suggested last week, it seemed 
wiser to combine the story of the cruci- 
fixion with the stories of the betrayal 
and denial. 

Surely for one Sunday of each year 
the children should be placed in the 
midst and the service devoted to their 
interests, emphasizing the attitude of 
Jesus toward children and what’ He 
said about them. 

Scripture material suitable for Chil- 
dren’s Day may be found in Mark 10: 
13-16; Matthew 19: 13-15; and Luke 18: 
15-17. All these refer to the same inci- 
dent. Use as a memory text Luke 18: 
16, Jesus’ invitation to the children. 


Introduction—Recall the lesson of 
April 29, “Jesus Welcomed as King,” 
showing the picture of the Triumphal 
Entry, in which children had a part in 
carrying and waving palm branches and 
singing praises, when the procession in 
honor of Jesus reached the temple. 

On that happy day some of the grown 
people wanted the children to keep still, 
but Jesus said, Let the children sing. 
The Bible tells some of the songs which 
the people sang that Palm Sunday: 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord, even the King 
of Israel.” “Fear not, daughter of 
Zion; behold, thy King cometh!” 

Transition.—Since that Palm Sunday 
there have been many processions of 
Christians in honor of Jesus. Some- 
times they- sing, or the bands play: 
“Onward Christian soldiers! marching as 

to war, 

With the cross of Jesus going on before.” 








Children’s Day Message—To-day in 
many churches and Sunday-schools there 
are processionals of children, many of 
whom carry flowers because this is 
Children’s Day. 

“This is the day for the children, 

Let us be glad in its light, 
Gather the lilies and roses, 
Blooming in gardens so bright.” 


The sweetest message for to-day is 
found in the Bible story of Jesus and 
the children. 


The Story—One time when Jesus 
was busy teaching and healing the peo- 
ple a few mothers carried their babies 
and led their little children to that place, 
hoping that Jesus would see them and 
take their little ones in his arms to 
bless them and to pray. When they 
drew near, some of the disciples thought 
that Jesus was too busy to pay any at- 
tention to children. They told the 
mothers not to trouble Him. Jesus saw 
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the disappointed mothers, and called 
them unto him with their children and 
said, Let the little children come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for to such 
belongeth the Kingdom of God. How 
happy the mothers felt to hear those 
vords. (Show a picture of Christ 
Slessing Little Children.) That surely 
wer a beautiful and happy Children’s 
Jay. 

A pretty song story has been written 
about a mother who brought her chil- 
dren to Jesus that day. 

“The Master has come over Jordan,” 

Said Hannah, the mother, one day, 

“He is healing the people who throng him 

With a touch of his finger, they say; 

And now I shall carry the children, 

Little Rachel and Samuel and John, 
And dear little Esther, the baby, 

For the Master to look upon.” 

(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, 

Boston, 60 cents.) 


Perhaps some of those children helped 
in the temple chorus on Palm Sunday. 
When Jesus said, “Of such is the King- 
dom,” he wanted to be the Children’s 
King. 

“'Tis Children’s Day; from heart to heart 

Let joy, let joy responsive ring; 

While here we come with grateful love, 

To praise the Children’s King. 

While summer flowers their incense 

breathe, 

And birds with rapture sing, 

We tune our souls to higher strains 

And praise the Children’s King. 


“Hosanna! Hosanna! Still let the temple 
chorus ring; 
Hosanna to Jesus! He is the Children’s 
King.” 
(Same book as above.) 


Among other songs suitable for 
Children’s Day are: Praise Him! 
Praise Him! All ye little children; 
Enter into His Gates with Thanksgiv- 
ing; Jesus Loves the Little Children; 
and Children’s Day Song (all four from 
Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 28 
cents). Children’s Day in June is 
found in Melodies (same price and 
publisher). 


Expression—Probably a missionary 
offering will be received to make other 
children happy. 

Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Jesus Crucified.—When Jesus died 
upon the cross centuries ago if the 
world had appreciated His sacrifice and 
accepted its salvation thereby we would 
have had heaven on earth ever since. 
But the wunappreciative world then 
scoffed, and ever since has carelessly 
gone on crucifying its Saviour daily 
by refusing to accept His gift of Him- 
self. Did you ever realize, girls, that 
you can attend Sunday-school every 
Sunday, that you can take part in all 
kinds of worthy activities, and yet be 
putting nails in the hands and piercing 
the heart of the Son of God? 

You crucify Jesus when you refuse to 
accept his plan for your salvation, in- 
sisting upon saving yourself by “doing 
the best you know how,” or by “doing 
unto others as you would have others 
do unto you,” and insisting that you 
“must understand” before you can 
trust him, or that “there are things in 
the Bible which you can’t accept.” 


Behold, Thy Mother.—How wonder- 
fully loving and thoughtful of Jesus to 
provide for his mother, despite his in- 
tense mental and physical suffering, by 
leaving her to the tender care of the 
beloved John, the one faithful unto 
death. What an example it is to all, 
and what a rebuke to those who look 
upon mother as general factotum and 
burden-bearer of the household, whose 
body never tires, whose heart never 
aches, and whose resourcefulness for 
her family’s comfort and_ pleasure 
should be limitless! 

How different was Jesus’ attitude 
toward his mother from that of the 
girl who, being asked to wash the 
dishes, whined, “Oh, mamma, you go 
on and wash ’em—your hands are spoilt 
already.” How different was Jesus’ 
attitude from that of the girl who, hav- 
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ing read her mother’s letter to the 
effect that she “had sold a calf and 
four pigs, and so could attend the 
graduation,” replied, “You will find 
every one ‘so ‘stylish, all the social 
affairs so strange, and the speeches and 
papers so over your head that you will 
probably be very uncomfortable and re- 
gret having spent your money to come.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 20: 1-18 


1. What three verbs in verses 1 and 2 
show Mary’s attitude? Can they be ap- 
plied to many modern Christian girls? 

2. What further light on Mary does 
verse 11 throw? What was the cause 
of her persistence? 

3. Why did Mary not recognize 
Jesus? (v. 14.) Do you always recog- 
nize His \vice? 

4. What did Mary do after receiving 
her commission? (v. 18.) Do you fol- 
low her example? 

Kansas City, Mo. 


w 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


The Sacrifice.—They crucified him 
(v. 18). . Teacher didn’t have us read_ 
the lesson. He just began telling the 
story, how Jesus was abused,. mocked, 
spit on, scourged almost to death; how 
the mob howled for his blood till weak- 
kneed old Pilate gave in; how they 
forced Jesus to drag the timbers for 
his own cross along the street till he 
fainted; how they nailed him to the 
cross with great spike nails, and 
mocked him as he hung there. Of 
course mother has told me that story 
lots of times, and I’ve read it in the 
Bible story book, but somehow it never 
made me feel the way I did when 
teacher told it that way. 


The Responsibility.— He delivered 
him unto them to be crucified (v. 16). 
“Old Pilate ought to have been 
ashamed of himself to allow such an 
outrage,” declared Fred. (1) 

“Pilate wasn’t so much to blame as 
those rotten old priests,” declared 
Bulldog. 

Teacher said both were to blame, 
and so were we. When we couldn’t 
guess how, he had us turn to Isaiah 





fifty-three and read verse five where 
it says, “He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities.” Teacher says it was sin 
that nailed Jesus to the cross, not his 
own, but the sins of the world, and 
our sins were pert ef the load that 
crushed him. e bore our punishment 
that we “might not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” (2) 

Our Part.—Standing by the cross 
(v. 25). Teacher next divided us into 
groups to represent the different ones 
around the cross. We were sitting at 
our class table, you know. So he ap- 
pointed the ones at the west side of the 
tabléto stand for the soldiers, Those 
at the north end were chief priests. 
On our side we were Jesus’ friends, 
John, Mary, and the rest, you know; 
while teacher and little Carl stood for 
the two thieves that were crucified with 
Jesus. Each group had to tell how 
they felt and acted toward Jesus as he 
hung on the cross. 

The fellows who were soldiers said 
they didn’t think anything about him. 
They were just obeying orders, and all 
they wanted was to get it over with in 
time for supper. . 

The chief priest group scorned 
Jesus. Teacher had them read Mat- 
ow 27 : 39-43 to see how they mocked 

im 


On our side we said we loved him, 
and were breaking our hearts wishing 
we could die for him. 

Then little Carl read what the peni- 
tent thief said in Luke 23: 40-42. 
Teacher called that the spirit of peni- 
tence. He thinks every boy ought to 
keep from being indifferent and scorn- 
ful, offer a penitent prayer for forgive- 
ness, and then take his stand with 
pee who love and trust the crucified 

ord. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 20: 1-18 
Who buried Jesus? 
Did the disciples expect Jesus to rise? 
(vs. 9, 13, 15.) 


What took place Easter morning at 
the tomb? 


Who first heard the news? 
Who first saw the risen Lord? 


Was the risen Christ the same Jesus 
who died? 


Terre Haute, Inp. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





few-days in the home of a minister 
friend in Canada. The family consists 
of father, mother, and two children. 
Worship was observed regularly every 
morning before the children left home 
for school. The-service was short, but 
not hurried. Time was taken to read 
a portion of Scripture and to pray. The 
children, I noticed, were particularly 
interested in the reading and had no 
difficulty in telling Father where they 
left off reading the day before. Their 
interest had been gained by a consecu- 
tive reading of “Hurlbut’s Story of the 
Bible” (John C. Winston Co., Philadel- 
phia, $1 to $3). This is an admirable 
book to use where there are very youn 
children, and older ones will find it o 
the deepest interest. It is the complete 
Bible story from Genesis to Revelation 
told in simple language for young and 
old. The book is divided into one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight stories, with a val- 
uable set of questions and answers 
which parents might find useful where 
the wholesome method of catechizing is 
adopted. Personally I am glad to know 
of such a useful volume and feel as- 
sured parents who purchase it will find 
their children taking a new interest in 
Bible reading. 


June 4 to 10 
Mon.—John 19: 17-30. Jesus Crucified. 


“Tt is finished.” Strange words for a 
dying sufferer to use. It was the vic- 
tor’s cry and not the ordinary human 
utterance, “It is all over.” His task 
was completed, and by one offering for 
sin forever He obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. My soul, ponder and 
adore! . 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
young converts that they may learn to 
grow m grace and in the knowledge of 
God. Let us petition for our own souls’ 
growth; that the fruit of the Spirit may 
be more manifest in us and that our 
conduct may be worthy of the children 
of God. 


Tues.—John 19: 31-42. Jesus Buried. 


Both Joseph and Nicodemus had 
showed a measure of cowardice during 
Christ’s life, but the cross has kindled 
a love they cannot conceal. Joseph’s 
new tomb and the costly spices brought 
by- Nicodemus show the love that de- 
lights to pay honor to the Saviour. 


Prayer Succestions: There are 
many who do not -follow the Lord fully, 
and these need our prayers. Pray for 
all timid disciples and for those who 
through want of courage fail in their 
testimony; seek grace to conquer all 
reticence and bashfulness which might 
prevent being faithful. 


Wed.—Matt. 27: 27-44. King of the Jews. 


The king is now giving himself for 
his subjects. In taunting derision they 
said, “He is King of Israel,” but never 
were truer words spokeg. Let us’ recog- 
nize Him -as Sovereign of the inner 
realm and render to Him that obedi- 
ence which He demands. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
sick of your own circle of friends, and 
especially for any who are members of 
this family. Pray for those of your 
own church who are laid aside; for the 
Lord’s “shut in” ones everywhere, and 
that the discipline of the sick room may 
minister to true soul culture. 


Thurs.—Matt. 27: 45-56. Death Agony. 


The explanation of his mysterious 
sorrow and awful agony is to be found 
in the fact that as our substitute he was 
bearing our sins. Interpreting wonders 
attend that death; the rent veil, the 
darkened sun, the trembling earth, the 


| shivered rocks, the open graves, and the 


rising saints. My soul, adore Him! 
Prayer Succestions: Let us keep be- 
fore our children the world-wide view 
of missions. The great war may dull 
our vision if we are not careful. Pray 
for the breaking in of the Gospel light 
upon all the nations of this earth, that 
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“LESSON FOR JUNE 10 (John 19 : 16-30) 


in thede critical days the Gospel tri- 
umphs may be many. 


Fri—Luke 23: 26-43. Consideration for 
Others. 


So tender was his heart of love that 
even when weighted with sorrow he 
found words of comfort for the mourn- 
ers. “Noble spirit of compassion ris- 

above his own dread endurances.” 
Surely greater love hath no man than 
this. [ all our afflictions he is 
afflicted. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
President of the United States, that to 
him may be given wisdom to know how 
_to guide the affairs of this great coun- 
try; for the country’s legislators and 
judges, and for the nation as a whole, 
that it may be purified of evil and ex- 
alted by righteousness. 


Sat.—Luke 23: 44-56. Triumphant Death. 


To the end our Lord was triumphant. 
Exhausted nature does not cry with. a 
loud voice. His was the shout of vic- 
tory. His word was not a death sigh 
but one of majestic divine authority. 
Death was vanquished and robbed of its 
sting. His death brings life to many. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are ignorant of the Gospel message 
and who through hardness of heart 
hold the Word of God in contempt. 
Pray for the Jews who have left the 
faith of their fathers, that God would 
soon bring home His wandering chil- 
dren and that they may be saved among 
the remnant of the true Israelites. 


Sun.—Matt. 27 : 57-66. The Sealed Tomb. 


The very grave of our Lord must be 
of the very best; no one had thus far 
been buried in that tomb. His rock- 
hewn cell sanctified every part of the 
garden. Eager as we are for the com- 
ing of our Lord we need not tremble 
at the thought of having fellowship 
with Christ in his death and burial. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that this 
may be a day of canversion to many; 
for blessing upon all efforts to lift up 
the fallen and those who through cir- 
cumstances of early life have been out 
of touch with the sweet influences of 
the Gospel. Pray for the “Sunday” 
campaign which is fast coming to a close 
in the city of New York. 


New York City. 
ye 


When Revivals Begin in Home 
Prayer-Meetings 


’ By David D. Holbrook 


T IS not infrequently the case that 

a condition of revival exists because 
of preliminary prayer-meetings in ad- 
vance of the coming of the evangelist. 
Such was notably the case at Pater- 
son in preparation for the Billy Sun- 
day meetings. Many a pastor longs 
and prays for revival when few hear- 
tily enter into his desires and the way 
does not seem clear for large public 
meetings. In such case why may not the 
cottage meeting be used, not as an 
auxiliary, but as a principal means of 
promoting the desired result? 

Such considerations as these led 
us to enter upon a series of such meet- 
ings, and the results, while ‘not spec- 
tacular, have been very encouraging, 
and have laid a basis for still further 
and more decidedly aggressive work 
another season. During the month 
of November several years ago the 
pastor madé a simple announcement 
that cottage meetings would be held on 
Monday and Friday evenings in two 
homes, one in the north and the other in 
the south part of the village.. The fol- 
lowing week they were held in the east 
and the west districts. After a few weeks 
the church was asked to adopt the 
plan and to make arrangements for a 
Systematic series to continue until Eas- 
ter. The deaconesses were requested 
to make the several appointments, and 
the pastor continued to conduct the 
meetings. In this way thirty-four meet- 
ings were held, two each week, in 
twenty-eight different homes. 

The average attendance has been be- 
tween eight and nine. The largest num- 
ber at any one was sixteen and the 
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smallest five. The method of conduct- 
ing them was very simple: a familiar 
hymn or two, a passage of Scripture, 
and a few words upon it, then all knelt 
in prayer. A notable feature was the 
participation of many whose voices had 
seldom or never been heard in audible 
prayer. At one meeting where only 
four were present besides the pastor, 
he supposed that he would be the only 
one to lead in prayer, but, to his great 
encouragement, each of the others 
offered brief but sincere petitions. After 
the devotional exercise some _ topic 
growing out of it was usually taken up 
and the remainder of the hour was spent 
in helpful Christian conversation. 

The specific object of the meetings 
as repeatedly stated was prayer for re- 
vival. And in the meetings themselves 
it was made still more specific,—prayer 
for Christians. It was our special de- 
sire and prayer that God would grant a 
revival that should register itself in 
connection with the regular services of 
the church in increased attendance and 
interest. 

The Lord has been answering our 
prayers to the very letter. During the 
first quarter of the following year the 
attendance at morning worship increased 
twenty percent over that of the corre- 
sponding months of the previous year. 
The increase in the evening has been 
pe een percent. The Sunday- 
school during the five-months’ contin- 
uance of the cottage meetings has in- 
creased in attendance more than fifty 
percent. Meanwhile a call for Bibles 
has developed. Orders for more than 
fifty Bibles have been sent to the 
American Bible Society for members of 
the Sunday-school. 

have ventured to speak of these 
things as results, for although none of 
them can be traced directly to the in- 
fluence of the meetings, they have come 
about in such marked coincidence with 
them as to warrant their being re- 
garded as direct answers to persevering 
prayer. 

With regard to conversions, they were 
not sought for at this stage. The situ- 
ation was somewhat analogous to that 
during the first eight or ten days of the 
Billy Sunday meetings, when he delib- 
erately refrains from calling for trail- 
hitters. In the slower, quieter move- 
ment of our little meetings, it has 
seemed that a period of several months 
might well be spent in gathering spirit- 
ual momentum before pressing the mat- 
ter of personal decisions for Christ. 
And this the more because there has 
been great spiritual apathy among 
Christians. Some time before the cot- 
tage meetings I had proposed a cam- 
paign of personal evangelism on the 
win-one-more basis. There was a lan- 
guid response. The prospect was that 
if the campaign were pushed the result 
would be the winning of men to the 
“same type of luke-warm religion that 
prevailed among us. 

I became convinced that the work 
needed to begin farther back. In the 
words of Billy Sunday, What the 
church needed was, not so much new 
members, as the old bunch made over. 
Hence the special prayer for Christians 
as stated above. The outcome is as 
marked as if it could be expressed in a 
record of conversions. For three years 
past the church had been moving along 
on a low spiritual level. Suddenly, and 
coincident with these cottage meetings, 
it has risen to a higher level of interest 
and spiritual activity. 

And as God has heard our prayers for 
Christians and has sent us a revival of 
interest and devotion on their part, we 
have reason to believe that in another 
series of cottage meetings, which we 
are planning, He will hear our prayers 
for souls that are out of Christ. 


Sprinc VALLEY, Wis. 
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How many interesting moments you 
have spent with a friend over a map of 
his latest big journey! Have you ever 
visualized the journeys of your Friend 
of friends? “Arnold’s Chart of Christ’s 
Journeyings” does that for you in most 
simple fashion. It may be secured of 
The Sunday School Times Company at 








twenty cents. 
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Rodeheaver’s 
Sunday School Songs 


The demand that the publishers 
of the greatest gospel songbooks 
on the market issue a book de- 
signed especially for the Sunday 
school finally reached such pro- 
portions that RopEHEAVER’s Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL Soncs became a ne- 
cessity, 4nd then a reality. 

We would rather have you ex- 
amine the book than to use this 
entire page ,in description, so if 
you will just write and say that 
you will either return the book in 
good condition or remit the single 
copy price of 35 cents within 15 
days, the book will be in your 
hands just as quickly as Uncle 
Sam can get it to you. 


and have exercised unusual care 
in an endeavor to make it the 
very best book for children and 
juniors, It contdins solos, duets, 
unison songs, motion songs, class 
songs, songs for special-days, a 
half-dozen pages of old familiar 
hymns suited to children’s use— 
in short, every requirement has 
been anticipated and provided for. 
128 pagés; nicely printed on 
gees paper and substahtially 
und in a beautiful cloth cover. 


30 cents per copy, py 
$3.00 per dozen, not pas 3.50 
per dozen, p id; $25.00 per 
100, not prepai 


Send 6 cents for copies of new 
Children’s Day Services 
—‘' The Rose Garden” and ‘ Chil- 
dren's Day Birthday Party.” Send 








4‘cents more for ‘‘ Rejoice” and 
‘*Children’s Jubilee” in addition 
to above. ‘The latter two are 
arranged for orchestra. ‘Send 15 
cents for Rodeheaver’s Children’s 
Day Recitations—a 32-page booklet 
of poems, drills, exercises, etc. 


Rainbow Songs 


A fine new compilation of chil- 
dren’s songs. We have prepared 
itin response to countless requests 














The Rodeheaver Company 


1017 Monon Building 617 Commercial Building 
CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA 


THE NORTHFIELD | 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. OPEN ALL THE YEAR 


In the heart of New England, among its Mountains 


Northfield extends her hospitality to the clientele of The Sunday School Times. 


A Modern, Homelike House will be found here, furnished comfortably but not extrava- 
gantly. Rooms en suite, with private bath. Moderate rates. Refined service, 


At the Home of the Northfield Conferences and Summer Schools. 
Golf and other Sports. Livery and Garage. 
Illustrated Booklet sent upon request. 
H. S. STONE, Assistant Manager AMBERT G. MOODY, Manager 























Exceptional Opportunity for Missionary Training 


UNION MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 


(UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE) 

DON O. SHELTON, President HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 
For Men and Women—Interd inational—Evangelical—Evangelistic— Practical 
New and Larger Building—Better Courses of Study—33 Able Instructors and Specialists. 
Elementary and Advance —Biblical—Medical—Nurses—Linguistic and Elective Studies. 
Preparation for Home and Foreign Missions, and Church Work in City and Country. 
Exceptionally Low Rates for Board and Tuition—Many Applications—Year begins Sep- 

tember 26, 1917. 

Write now for Catalogue to Dean A. J. Ramsey, 131 Waverly Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 














Sunday is a long day for many mothers 





Because they don’t know how to keep the minds 
of their children occupied. 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Children 


offers suggestions for Bible games and other occupations for the free 
hours of Sunday. It will aid you in solving many problems of the 
home. 50 cents, postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 10371 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





















Soldiers and Sailors 


TESTAMENTS 





The ing James Version No. 3B 


Size, 2%x4 inches; 
ather binding only. Divinity circuit, round 


The King James Version No. 2 C 


pos Size, 214X334 inches; 
Bound in green imitation leathe 





| 





Specially bound in fine leather, light in weight, 
unusually large bold-face type. Containing seven- 
teen colored illustrations; two hymns with words 
and music; pledge and decision cards. Sugges- 
tions for members and the “Way of Salvation” 


= 





The King James Version No. 5 N 


Price, $1.00, postpaid, Size, 234x4 inches ; 


¥% inch thick, 


Pigskin, limp, overlapping cover, round corners, gilt edges, 


Brown only. 


Price, ° aay postpaid 
Bleck flexible le 


corners, red under gilt edges. 


Price, 30 cents, 
thick” 
gilt edges. 


Gospels of St. John 


os 23%x4X inches. 


black lines. ories by Dr. 
M. Alexander and George T. B. 
No. A. 6 cents each, postpaid. 
No. B. 


Bound inred cloth. Containing hymns, 

e and decision cards, with verses which prove especially 
pas ul in winning the unsaved to Christ, marked with red 
— g, . Wilbur Chapman, Charles 
avis. 


Containing eight illustrations. 10 cents each, postpaid. 


y inch thick, 


inch 
r, rou nd «Meng 








THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
Headquarters, 133 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 
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“Special Days” in 


By 
Marion Lawrance 


the Sunday School —2==—— 


Readers of The Sunday School Times have learned to ‘‘Ask Marion Lawrance!” 


This book of * 


e 


Special Days’ 


will prove most suggestive to the superintendent 


and his workers in answering the questions of how to make them profitable 


and also to eliminate many of questionable value. 


contents is informing : 


I. Special Days. IX. 

II, Easter. .s 
Ill. De 4 gee and Related Days. XI. 
IV. R Rally D XII. 
we joe ths A Days. XII 
VI. Recruiting Days.- XIV 
VII. Good Fellowship Days. XV 
VIII. Recreation Days. XVI 


A general view of the 


Patriotic Days. 

Folk and Fraternal Days. 
Educational Days. 
Missionary Days. 


. Benevolence and Reform Days. 
. Miscellaneous Days. 

. Evangelistic Days. 

. Christmas. 


Mr. Lawrance is Secretary of the International Sunday School Association, 
and has compared Sunday-school ideas with more workers than any other 


one person in the land. 
Sunday-School,” 


will surely want to own this one. 


This book is a companion to ‘‘How to Conduct a 
and those who purchased the first book 


$1.25, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, . - » ° ° ° 


Philadelphia 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, June 10 
Sins of the Mind (Rom. 8: 1-11). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Wee 


Mon.—Carnal mind (Rom. 1 : 28-32). 
Tues.—Cause of sin (Eph. 4: 17-19). 
Wed.—Religious sins (Col. 2: 18-23). 


Thurs.—Unclean minds (Tit. 1 : 10-16). 
Fri.—Sins to put off (Col. 3: 5-15). 





Sat.—The cleansing bath (Tit. 3: 1-9). 











How do you fight your besetting sin? 
How are all sins traceable to desire? 
How can we keep the mind clean? 


F THERE is one thing in which we 


need the help of Jesus Christ more |: 


than in any other it is in the control of 
our thoughts. Our thoughts are with 
us always. We can escape from all 
other temptations. We can’ go away 
from people and we can refrain from 
deeds. But we cannot escape from our 
thoughts. “Man is a _ thinking being,” 
said Sir W. Temple, “whether he will 
or no. 
thoughts the best ways.” 
ve 


There are many people who are not 
afraid of any examination of their acts 
and who do not dread the repetition of 
anything that they have said. But they 
are glad that they own their minds and 
can guard the gates. For there is no 
one who could without blush or sorrow 
lay bare all his hidden and unbidden 
thoughts. It was out of his knowledge 
of life that Marcus Aurelius gave his 
counsel: “Accustom yourself to think 
upon nothing but what you could fully 
reveal if the question was put to you, 
so that if your soul were laid open, there 
would appear nothing but what was sin- 
cere, good-minded and _ public-spirited, 
not so much as one voluptuous or luxu- 
rious fancy, nothing of hatred, envy, or 
unreasonable suspicion, nor aught else 
that you could not bring to the light 
without blushing.” 


ye 

Some people say that thoughts do not 
matter, that it is only acts that count. 
That was not Jesus’ judgment. It was 
the thoughts alone that were of chief 
concern to Him. “Not that which en- 
tereth into the mouth defileth the man; 
but the things which proceed out of the 
mouth come forth out of the heart; and 
they defile the man. For out of the 
heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, railings; these are the things 
which defile the man; but to eat with 
unwashen hands defileth not the man.” 
And note God’s Word, Jeremiah 6: Io. 


God knows all our thoughts. Jesus 
saw them when He was here (Matt. 9: 
4; 12:25; Luke 9: 47; John 2:25). And 
God always sees (1 Chron. 28:9; Ezek. 
8:12; 11:5; Heb. 4:12). The-.New 
Testament’s great emphasis is on fight- 
mindedness (2 Cor. 11:3; Titus 1:15). 
And the only way to get perfect right- 
mindedness is to have the mind of 
Christ (1 Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2:5). 

ye 


Men say they cannot help what they 
think. In one sense that is true. But 
as an old writer remarked, we cannot 


All he can do is to turn his } 
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provant foul birds from flyin 
heads, but we can prevent them from 
building their nests in our hair, We 
are bidd 

Christians (1 Peter 1:13). 


How can we keep our minds pure? 
By giving them in continuous faith to 
Christ for his possession, that he him- 
self may dwell in them and so com- 
pletely occupy them that there shall be 
room for no other person and no other 


thing. We can _ hate - vain nage 
(Psalm 119: 113), and desert 
(Isa. 55:7). e can 7 I sre them by 


better and purer thoughts. John Bun- 
yan tells us that he set his mind on the 
thoughts of Pilgrim’s. Progress to keep 
it rightly employed: 
“Nor did I intend, in doing this, 

But to divert myself 

From baser thoughts that «make me do 

amiss.’ 
we 


But first of all we need new minds. 
The Spirit of-God must renew ws in 
our very processes of thought, and in 
the fundamental spirit of our mind 
(Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:12). The mind 
of the Spirit will be new life and joy to 
us (Rom. 7:6, 27). Let that spirit once 
flood and purge our souls and we shall 
have Wordsworth’s experience: 

“And when the ‘stream 
Which overflowed the soul had passed away, 
A consciousness remained that it had left, 
Deposited upon the silent shore 
Of memory, images and precious thoughts 
That shall not die and cannot be disturbed.” 


ve 
Evil is wrought kr thowght ard by 
want of thought. 


Great thoughts should be our instincts. 


As a man thinketh in his heart so 
is he. 


New York Ciry. 





[ Children ut Home 





When Melita Started Fishing 
By M. B. B. 


Here is a true story, this week, of one girl’s 

fishing; it is given to The Sunday School 

Times’ “ Children at Home” by the courtesy 

of Mr. Don O. Shelton, President of the 

National Bible Institute of New York, and 

Editor of “* The Bible To-day,” where Me- 
lita’s story also appears. 


oo * me, and I will make you 
fishers .. .” The Master’s call to 
“follow” came to Melita Goltz, a little 
over a year ago, at one of the National 
Bible Institute’s outdoor meetings in the 
Bronx, New York City; and with all 
the joyous enthusiasm of her twelve 
years she promptly responded. “Ever 
since I was four years old,” she says, 
“I went to Sunday-school and other 
meetings. f course, I heard about 
Jesus, and I loved to sing the Gospel 
songs; but, oh, I didn’t know him until 
at the meeting that day I found out 
that I was a sinner, and that Jesus could 
save me; and when Mr. Little asked us 
to come to Jesus, I put up my hand. 
Now I know Jesus, and love him; and 
I know I am saved.” 

The Sanday-school of the National 
Bible Institute’s new Bronx Gospel 
Hall was organized. Then the fishing 
expeditions began. Prompted by her 
love for her Saviour, and her desire to 


over our 


en to control our minds as 











ECAUSE Boston Garters do 

their important work unseen, 

F don't let them be the last things you 

7 think of. Follow your natural impulse 

: and keep them fresh and ively. 
The added comfort repays you. 


Take home a new pair today ! 
Boston Garter 
a. a GlterGue 35 Soe. 


GEORGE FROST CO., MAKERS, BOSTON 





Dress Up 


ETAIN the spirit and enthu- 
siasm of youth—quicken your 
interest in the affairs of every day 
life — enjoy the rejuvenating influ- 
ence of new things—DRESS UP! 


outer garments. 





YOUR poise and carriage are 
affected more by the unseen 
things of your apparel than by 


YiePSuie 


OBLONG RUBBER BUTTON 
HOSE SUPPORTER . 
contributes to your ease and comfort—allows the ut- : 
most freedom of action and retains its life and re- 
siliency after long wear. 
GEORGE FROST CO., MAKERS, BOSTON 





““EVERYWOMAN”’ 











For women and children. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE I0 (John 19 : 16-30) 


share with others the happy times she 
enjoyed at the Hall, with no thought of 
commendation or reward, Melita de- 
voted her spare moments after school 
and on Saturdays to fishing—for boys 
and girls. Patiently, tactfully, perse- 
veringly, she fished, refusing to be dis- 
couraged when the fish did not “bite,” 
and to her great surprise and delight 
(for she had kept no count) she learned 
that, through her efforts, in five months 
ninety-eight new scholars had been en- 
rolled in the Sunday-school. Forty-five 
of these attend regularly, and several 
of them have been won to Christ. 

When asked how she had secured the 
children, Melita replied: “Well, it 
wasn’t always easy, but I kept right on 
anyway. enever I saw any children 
on the streets, or in the stores, I went 
up to them and asked them if they went 
to Sunday-school. If they answered 
‘Yes,’ of course J didn’t say any more; 
but if they said ‘No,’ I told them about 
ours, and invited them to come the next 
Sunday. Sometimes they wouldn’t come 
alone so we had to go for them. On 
Saturdays I went through the houses 
and got others that way. Then when I 
had a few children, they told me about 
other boys and girls who didn’t go to 
Sunday-school, and I went after them. 
But,” she added in serious tones, 
“every night and morning I just asked 
Jesus to help me find the boys and girls, 
and he did. That was the whole thing. 
I am asking him now to give me two 
more to make the hundred, and I’m sure 
he will; althqugh it does seem as though 
ther: aren’t two more children left in 
the Bronx who don’t go to Sunday- 
school; I think I have asked them all!” 

Who can tell what may be the final 
outcome of this one little girl’s earnest 
endeavors to bring other children under 
the influence of the Gospel? 


an 


‘A Ministers’ Summer 
Opportunity 


NDER the auspices of the Bible In- 

stitute of Los Angeles a Summer 
Ministerial Institute for ministers, mis- 
sionaries, and evangelists will be held 
in Montrose, Pa., July 9 to 27. 

The Institute will have as its purpose 
to provide definite instruction in the 
English Bible and practical methods of 
Christian work, and to minister to the 
deeper spiritual needs of the minister, 
evangelist, and missionary. 

Daily lectures will be given each 
morning; occasional lectures (mostly 
stereopticon) in the evening; afternoons 
will be reserved, for the most part, for 
recreation or study. 

Some of the best Bible teachers, ex- 
positors, and preachers of the country 
are engaged to teach, among whom are 
Dr.~R. A. Torrey, Dean of the Los 
Angeles Bible Institute; Dr. William 
Evans, Associate Dean; Dr. M. &. Kyle, 
Professor of Biblical Archzology, 
Xenia Theologicai Seminary; Dr. ; 
H. Griffith Thomas, Wycliffe College, 
Toronto; and others. 

Definite instruction will be given in 
the Great Doctrines of the Bible, the Use 
of the Bible in Personal Soul-Winning, 
the Study of the Bible by. Books, the 
Preparation of Sermons and Bible Ad- 
dresses, the Teaching of Popular Bible 
Classes, the Discoveries in Archeology 
and their Bearing on the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and a course of lectures on Great 
Biblical Problems. , 

No better opportunity has ever been 
offered to ministers, missionaries, and 
evangelists to acquire a thorough, com- 
prehensive, and practical knowledge of 
the English Bible, to become better ac- 
quainted with the best methods of 
Christian work, and to obtain new 
power in life and service. Plan for 
this opportunity. .Arrange your vaca- 
tion accordingly. 

Tuition is free. 

Board and room may be secured as 
follows: The minimum cost for enter- 
tainment -is $1 per day for the full time. 
For less than ten days the charge will 
be $1.25 per day. This accommodation 
will be in tents or dormitories. 

There are cottage accommodations, 
with board at the dining hall, which 
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may be secured for $1.40 per day for 
ten days or over, and $1.50 per day for 
less than ten days. 

Montrose is a splendid summer re- 
sort. good country club affords 
golfing, tennis, and other facilities at 
reasonable charges. 

Those desiring information may ad- 
dress R. M. Honeyman, Montrose, Pa. 


od 


Sunday Afternoon Our 
Red Letter Day 


-By L. B. Earle 


HE priceless heritage of a sacred 

reverence for holy time was made 
possible for the children by our parents 
and Christian forbears. They realized 
what Isaiah meant when he called the 
Sabbath “a delight,” and what David 
meant when he exhorted us to “serve 
the Lord with gladness” and “come be- 
fore his presence with singing.” 

My dear, aged grandfather would not 
even walk in his garden on Sunda 
lest some thought of weekday toil 
should mingle with holy rest. Neither 
father or grandfather would shave or 
black their boots on Sunday. No elab- 
orate dinners were cooked on that day. 
But the Lord’s Day was never dull or 
wearisome -to us. ag the reverse. 
It was our red letter day. If we had no 
stately dinners, it was the day for 
dainties. For our noonday luncheon 
the favorite pies and cakes were pro- 
vided; the luscious fruits that come in 
such attractive variety with the chang- 
ing seasons; nuts, cracked the day be- 
fore; corn, popped on Saturday after- 
noon or evening. Vegetables and des- 
serts that could be largely prepared on 
Saturday were simply warmed on Sun- 
day. The provision in the Fourth 
Commandment for servants was re- 
membered and good and _ interesting 
books and papers placed in reach of our 
domestics. 

Sunday-school library books and pa- 
pers helped to make the day a delight, 
for juvenile literature was not then so 
plentiful as now, and the books we had 
were the more prized. We gathered 
around the piano at the twilight hour 
and sang from our hearts “Welcome, 
sweet day of rest” and “Thine earthly 
Sabbaths, Lord, we love.” 

It was a glad day because our beloved 
father was at home, and we could walk 
to church beside him, and chatter about 
the birds and flowers and the love that 
made them for our pleasure. The older 
members: of our family kept on hand a 
fund of bright, interesting stories which 
they read or told to the younger ones. 
None more interesting than the Bible 
stories of Joseph, and David, and Daniel, 
and Moses, and Samuel, and Samson; 
of Ruth and Esther, all placed like 
sparkling gems in the Word of God to 
attract the young. 

On our return from church service, 
we were never allowed to hear an un- 
kind criticism of sermon, minister, or 
congregation. Young people are preju- 
diced thus, oftentimes, not only against 
the preacher but against the truth he 
proclaims. 

We were questioned as to which one 
could’ remember the most of the ser- 
mon. Knowing we should be ques- 
tioned our ears were open during ser- 
mon time. Perhaps,the children of to- 
day would rebel against such an exer- 
cise; then I-would offer some reward: a 
ride, a book, a toy, something the child 
craves, when for a month, or whatever 
time the parent sees best, the text has 
been given, the place where it is found, 
and the sermon heads at least, if not the 
illustrations, remembered; so that the 
habit of listening may be formed and 
obedience taught to Christ’s command, 
“He that hath ears to hear let him hear.” 

When we had passed out of this 
happy home circle, and our own chil- 
dren gathered about us, we had some 
special books and games on Sunday 
which we did not allow used during the 
week. One game they delighted in was 
a letter game, used differently on Sun- 
day from the other days. One of the 
older sisters selected a familiar Scrip- 
ture text, then gathered out the letters 
that would be needed to form the text, 
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shuffled them in a pile, and the others 
spread them out, trying to arrange 
them in order to guess the text in their 
sister’s mind. Usually in a short time 
some letters would be seen that served 


fas a clue, and soon the entire verse 


would appear on the table. 

It is not the fault of the day, or the 
One who gave us the day, if it is not 
the sweetest of all days to us, and 
Sunday fits the child and the grand- 
father equally well. No more was the 
eye made to catch with the aid of light 
the flecking shadows of the sky, the 
colors of blossom and sunset, and the 
faces of dear ones, than was the 
Lord’s Day suited to the makeup of 
body and soul. 

Pomona, CAL. 
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The Sunday Dinner Problem 
( Continued from page 294) 


Sunday visiting. If any one happens 
in he is welcome, but I make it a 
point not to go for a meal anywhere 
on Sunday, except to my own sister’s. 

I aim to be at church every Sunday 
morning, and teach an intermediate 
Bible class of girls at Stinday-school 
in the afternoon, and rarely miss my 
aim except for sickness. 

Now my children and husband are 
just as fond of our quiet Sunday and 
quickly gotten meals as I am, and we 
are all well and healthy. 

When I want a “fussy” meal I get 
it for a weekday evening, and we en- 
joy it just as much then as we would 
on Sunday. In a word: Simplify the 
tastes of the members of the family 
regarding Sunday dinner.—A British 
Columbia Mother. 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
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postage: - . 
ive or more copies, either 

$1.00 ng 


to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 
: ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 


school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday Scheol Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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